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GOSPEL -ISAAC: 
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HOLY NATIONS. 


ZFreedom: 


OR, A 
* BELIEVERS Glory 


In point of 


LIBERTY. 


In a Tract upon GaLe 4-31. 
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? By Jon WELLES, Preacher 05S 
Colonel Ingoldeſby's Regiment, nowS _ : 
at Fameſes, © 


Galatians 4+ 3 1. Wherefore (or ſothen) Brethren, © 6 
we are 10: childrez of the bond-woman ," bus of 5 
the free. + 
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TO HIS 


EXCE LLENGY © 


Tus LORD 


Cromwel: © 


CAPTAIN GENERAL, 
O ft 
All the Forces (raiſed by: the 


Supream power of the Come: 
wealth of England) alſo tothe truly 


honorable his general Councel of. 
War,the Author deſires the richeſt, , 
ſweeteſt, and enliveningſt 3 Wy of the 
F s free-grace of God, fax light,coune q 1, ,- 
| ſel, and all "ſpirituzl 
of 


Le eo ES 


cg—_m — 
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peace and good. , Ry, : 


My Lorp, | » 21:0 f 
XR ROCY7 cannot be exile (wmhilaf | 
SF —># ye are huſita.. about things 
PR [ES of Pablick: FOMCEENIMONE.- & 
T4 4 end giligeptly contreving, er. 
the eaſing, ſor \the peach; 
rom of theſeNateus) to project © 
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The Epiſtle Dedieatory. 
fore your eyes, a little map of Canaan < «4 
glorious glaſſe of more eminent freedome 
( wherein the moſt deſireable beauties of a 
Savionr (in his free-heartedneſſe , and ful- 
hangdedneſſe ) do ſo clearly and lively ſhew | 
forth themſelves ) eſpecially ſince 

..I. 1 See that preat buſineſſes, are at- 
rended with great diſtraltion!. Multitnde 
of buſineſſet, Solomon tells ws) is the riſe 
of dreames, And as they bave their work | 
upon fancy to cauſe anight-artam ; So have 
they their day-work_ upon mens mindes, to 
diſturbe and to make tumultuous, and ſo | 
they bring the evil of the day (as onr S4- 
T30ur ſpeakes ) that it, thoſe cares, clogs | 
and” cumbers, which are able ( without 


' dzomne relief) to make the heart to bow 
down, and couch ander theſe burdens, toits 
breaking, 

2, I perceive that preat vanities, wonldly 
dignities , high places, eminent parts, have 
their tryals temptations, dangers. Achito- 
phels copmſel , Was not more an Oracleto 


} 
j 
/ 
atheys, theri an Idol to himſelf.  Harans © | 
} 
Z 
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Lowenr pals in bis beart, eAnd Hamans 
be att fets np his banonr, gives it the crown ; 
and ſo he ſeon'ts too high to ftand: He growes 
log heavy t and the next news we hear fa 
bay frow Gor foatrers bins, and throy 
hizp down, © 


The Epiſtle Dedica tory. 

3. 1 am not ignorant, that State-affaires 
have nſnally been and ftill are great in of= 4 
ſers : T hey too oft make their own warkets, 
and raiſe up their Commodities, as the 
pleaſe, enhauncing tbe price of 4 oublike 
wealth above its Worth, lifting up earth and . 
| droſſe aboveits centre , into ſome high ſphere 
| of great eſtimation : And ( carrying with - 
| them ſuch plauſible pretences of publike 
| good) they can ( With a kinde of eaſe ) 
turne onopolizers, and get into their 
own bands,too too much affetion,ſtudy time, 
' endeavours, whereby they prove no better 
then robbers or pilferers from the kingdome 
] of 7eſms Chriſt : Feeders and ſetters up of 
| covetouſneſſe, pride, heart-eAtheiſme , and 

the worſt of ſins. 

! © 4. 1 am ſure of this, that bare doing is no 
i piece of true bleſſedneſſe (let it be, what 
7 It Will be, though the thing done be never 


| ſo publike , or /o Kepublike 4 neceſſary) 
! but a ſpiritual doing: eA doing in Chriſt 
' andfor Chriſt ( againſt which the natural 
© Veine of the beart runnes ftrongly ) there-' 
fore have I taken the boldneſſe to. hold Goſ- 
s pel-liberty in view, Whereby (through the _ 
! materings, and proſperings of divine grace) 
Johgray have ſomewbat, ( (ome guide, light 
Lo Wer to belp jou, in tis time of. your 
a, A4 netd i 
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' The Epiſtle Dedieatory, 
fed : 111ay Well ſay (need) ſince your ſelves 
thy be confident, that no Nation ( though 
mver ſo confuſed: Never ſo torne, rent, 
rackt, defuc'd by oppreſſion, wounds, warre, | 
blood-fhed) can ſtand in ſth need of helpmey, 
heating, eaſing inſtruments ; «Av you ſtand 
" in need of the help of the great God; that 
ye may be made uſeful , and become a bleſ- 
i indeed to this Common-Weale. 1 | 
Feck Jon then to accept of that hand; 
which holdes forth ( the unum neeefſarium) 
even Chriſt himſelf unto you ( with a full 
liberty in him, ) who are noW ready to be ſb 
cumbred, and ſo crowded, by your ſelves and 
vanities ; by cares ana buſineſſes of this 
KI xp. world. Yon may obſerve, that our Saviour 
Spw'mor fo the young mans departing. from hins, 
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& JVeTor. after all his farre promiſings and ſeeming 
=Y ethings)puts an impoſſible to this one things | 
Now be ſayer, "tis ( the one thing 1wnpoſ 
f$bte) but when he [brakes to 4 cumbred * 
Martha , the» | (he ſayer) *tis the ' one 
thing needful- : rhen he preſents hy King= 
Luke 10 dome , Way, glory , under the notion of | 
04 " neceſſity : Martha had ow ( through"im- 
£/25 6a firmity ) jeetged too mach-to & Carnal nt » 
xpeis 6 my, 7 eſis Chrift therefore preſents that 
wi Which was". tb[olutely ' and trily werg a+ | 
”!; to this end | that ſas. might nor 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


s | that neceſſary, which (in a right and [pi 
b f ritwal judgement wits ndt ſo) and oh that 
» | Chriſt Would now draw np your ſouls more 
's | to himſelf by this powerful voice of mer- 
,. | £9, telling” you thar there is one thing 
a” } needfvl ! Oh that he wonld be teaching of 
t' | your ſpirits, haW to finde reft in himſelf) 
| that fo yt may poſſeſſe your ſouls, not on- 
: | ty ih patience (if ye ſuffer )but in liberty, 
) | ronguer,whileſt je are more then ſo,throngh 


x i 


him that loves you ; and therefore makes 

you ſuch. Te dear ones of God, let it not 

be irkſome to you, but joyons to fetth a turne 

in the Paradiſe of Jeſus Chriſt: look imto 

that Magna Chatta, hat preat Charter 

of his Laws. and your liberties, wherewith 

Jeſus'Chriſt hath made you free «© rrave/ 

over and ſurvey all. your liberties in the 

Goſp#t; all your mercies in the Spirit; 

all your wiflories , ſmcceſſes and preſer- Invenit i- 

vation in prodidences : and( as he ſometimes on = 

ſaid of the great travels of a certaine — or0- ] 
Philoſopher , that he in all of them eve fjens,fem-" 
!y where fonnd fomeWhat Fill to enorcaſe per ſe me _ 

y hulcarning, that ſo he might be ſmch a licr fierets 
proficient as to grow better then him{elfe) —_ 

| Joffp yr1 be better they your ſelves by alt Apollonio 

4007 marcher , hardſbips , viltories ” Philoſopho. 

" JW A 4 as | 


| } joy and peace ' unſpeakable, whielft ye 
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The Epiſtle Dedieatory: 


that glorious hand of God (ſo viſibly and 


ſeaſonably ſhewn ) upon all occaſions, bring © 6) 
you to 4 betterneſſe of ſpirit : profit im ©; 


Jour light , profit in your faith; profit in 
JE joy; profit in your meckneſſe; in i; 
- 


patience ; im every grace, that your 7, 


fruit may abound unto bu glry, (who hath 


bid, preſerved and ſuccoured you in the | 
tabernacle of bu light and love) Taque- * 


ftion not , but your thoughts have oft and * 


ſeriouſly pitcht here, how you might give 
out ſome [uiting and bleſſed returnes une 
ta God, according to all his marvellous de- 
3ngs5-in you and by you to theſe poore Na- 
tions : how you might hearken indeed to 


P{. 193.21 that beavenly call of the Spirit (Blefle the | 

LE, Lord all ye his hoſts) ob then let your  ſpi- 
WaY9Orimal , your thankful frait flow out | 
through the breathings of God upon: you) | 


turne the eyes of your ſpirits towards 'a © 


Ged , living in hu love, and making out 


himſelfe moſt tenderly , moſt freely unto | 


hu ſervants inall glorious wayes - of free- 
dome : tendering his Iſaacs in. his heart ; 
dandling them in his lap; laying them to 
the breaſts of his oVyne conſolations, that 
they might ſuck, and be ſatisfied, and 
delight themſelves in the abundance of ppis 
glory. If ye know thele things, happyyge, 


% 


$ 


Ly 


»Vi 
bG 
the 


#d Lyeif yedo them: if ye <ave experience 
ug of theſe things, if ye have experience of 
im Che truth of Chrift in your ſpirits, working 
is Frounp to your liberty in bim; if ye can 
" ſay of your ſelves,as Foſpna did of hipuſelfe 
ur 
th of the goodneſſe of God tolvards them) 
be We know in all our hearts, and inall our 
e- ſouls, that not one thing hath failed of 
14 © all the good things which the Lord our 
ve God hath ſpoken concerning his people, 
" Tall are come to paſſe unto you, and not one 
= Rthing hath failed thereof : lo, here 5s your 

duty ; here is your thankfulneſſe, to ſee 
to Fand acknowledge all the goodneſſe of God 
Ie Þ given out to your ſelves and his proper and 
i= this all given ont according to his Word 
of too, in'ſkch- a divine faithfulntſſe , as 
J rap no one word of mercy or grace failes. 

"Ob preſſe' after this , to knoly more of the 
t great poodneſſe of (God iu your hearts , and 
'o | in your ſouls : be ſpiritual men, as to all 
'> the glorious operations of God in theſe times: 
3 when youwere firſt framed, your ſtyle from 


The Epiſtle Dedicatoty-- | 


Fs 


%and Iſracl(concerning their rich experiences "PAN 
14. 


s man Was (che new Model ) when ye pre- Founy 
t wailed and conquered (through the power of (1 


*be 


have 


- 


FR. 
©" 2"0P 


ed men, 
*God) he gave you (as.it were) anew name: Zripc on 


youred you with this ploriom title was, - 
Army of the living God,) now ye 90nw a; 


- The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Now ye have been fo uch COnqueronrs of Enemies * ' 
ble honora- (ah relievers of Saints : ſuch repairers of 4 
Eres ape} Preacher + ſuch eye-witneſſes of the Mas" 
ns #; cvpn-Jef); mercy, power , and righteonſneſſe of 
wi : aj.the King of 'Glory : what fhonld ye be, 


' 


dpes berzu- but living Saints, new creatures, ſhewing |. 
Gtx, ye forth bis praiſes, who ts K mg of Saints2® 


wh = What doth Goa, dath Chriſt exyec, but your © 
fences, no- Clniming, owning, advancing and' folla i, 
table for wp to your ſpiritual blrthreaght, your boi by 
vigories. Walking , 45 children of the free-woman ? |; 
what i a ſwbjeth Without hi liberty , bat © 
as 4 ſ[nor among (t men ? and what u a ſoul 
without ( brsft (without liberty in him) but | 
41 a ſpuner inthe world, and fo the wort 
of boud-mev ? and what liberty, unleſſe his 
ſpecial and ſaving preſence be in \yor, and!, 
with you ? If thou goeſt not. with us, carry” 
Ex0d.33. * up not bence ( ſaies Moſes to God) as if ; 
15 he. ſhould ſay, "tz 1 no purpoſe, it cannot | 
be for oxy good or our comfort : ſo ſay ye,. 
Lord, if thou be not m us now, with us now, 
(though hitherto thou ha#t wrought for us) * 
if we now ſee thee not ; if we believe uot, - 
behold not thankfully, profitably, what thou |" 
haſt done ; to what purpoſe ſhould we be|: 
carried on , carried bence ? to what pur- | 


poſe hath all this \been done by vhe@; or | 


= wc. ww a 8 ÞXxXX=Qo. SS. 


LY L] 


to what prirpoſe foonld we Look aft "F000 ft 


ty 


= * ®@ Ma &.c.am_Yc cc vac =>caiÞd.. ci. 
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* The Epiſtte Dedicatory. 

p © ther altings for our- ſelves, or for the Na- 

1a. Hons, if we enjoy not ſuch a preſence, as 

of may enable ua to teftifie , that we art , as 
b | Iſaac wes, children of the free-woman 2 

bk sf we {ce not, _ wot , follow not free 

we = grace, free promiles , free workings, free 

ap Providences ; if we Have not the ſcale of , 

. _ thy love npon our hearts, Lord catry us not 

þ 2 up hence, we have bad enengh , done e- 

2, Pongh, nnleſſe we chuſe thee before all, and 

, # lee thee better thin all; wileſſe wer have 

up poWver' to give glory: to thee for what we 

_ ' beve bad, an thou haſt done. Oh that 

| your bearts were thus ſet ! Oh that you 

,» ight be us famona for your preſent faith, 

by joy 'andhely boaſtings! as ye are for your 

"o many, yont former and your later vitto- 

'Y. ries and ſucceſſes given in from heaven. 

fy *'T was 4 poor bappine(ſe for Cyrus to be cal... 

of" led Gods anoimed ( in a ſenſe be was (a, 

0 for Jacob bu ſervants ſake , and - 1(rac! 

"'+ bu ele, ta proclaime thew freedome) to 

v)" becalled by hu name , to be firnamed by 

; Ged: as long as the Lord can ſay of him, | 

'#' (Thou beſt not known me) he Was a bra- 1 4:54. 
q tiſh Cyrus yet ; he was ene, which bad no 

'"F acquaintance With the God of Iſrael; that 

 eÞ entWardly be did for his people. Oh 

dpafier the knowing of God your ſelves, 
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TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. *Þ 
-#n all that he hath done for his ſervants by® ? 
you ; be not Cyrus-like, oh *tWvill be moſt: 0 
ſad ! if God may ſay of any of you (after all þ, 4 
this) ye have not known me , ye are fall 5 
inthe dark; ye are ſtill ftrangert and ene- 7 * 
| mies in your hearts ; ye have mt taſted ® E 
=. of my Supper,of my grace, love, Goſpel all |; © 
| this while: 1 bope better things of you, but : 
as holy cantion cannot harme you : for my | j 
own part, "tis my-joy (as concerning you) | © 
and'tis that I dejire to bleſſe the Lord for, \. | 
that I have no cauſ: to ſay of you" ( as he |. * 
ſometimes ſaid of Julius the ſecond ) that f | 
. he was fitter for war, then Chriſt; but that 3 1 
Propir? 1 bate hope and expettation that you will * © 
mon ti | . 4 
quim Prattically mais ont thoſe reſolute words of , 
Chrifle: ſome zealows and valiant ſouldiers in Ja» © 1 
xererol Jians rime, who being accuſed of this, that * * 
eromevet they: bad broken their faith with (hrift | * 
2 5g (like to that ignorant and uncharitable fpi- © 
xeim Ti againſt you , crying out , Covenant» | * 
@25 y- breakers, Covenant-breakers) they return © 
Spams, thisanſwer:WWe are Chriſtians, Chriſtians in 
BI& kheartylet all hear , eſpecially God himſelf; 
Sh, unto Whom we live. and for whom we nill 
Gio die : nay farther, that ye will ſay, in your i 
mavntt- ſpirits we have been fed with Manna,which |; 
wr. Our fathers knew nat ; now let wretiirue | 


Greg N2 {ach acknowledgements, as our fathergh 
. ay Jul. au 
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on 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
by * not ; that ſo onr fruit may ſhew, We have not 
oft '* only ſervedthe King of glory (4s be # the 
| Lord of Hoſts) but that we can lie at hu feet 


\ EB 
; 


, 

1% 5n all bleſſed and chearful ſnbjeion(as be u 

ie. & the Prince of peate )thus ſpeak,,and thus work 

2d © lifting up bus glory, and [eeking the welfare 

11 © of bis people; that as (by bis power the ſwel- 

we | ling waters of Jordan have been cut off be- 

wy # fore ou: thoſe proud Waves ſtilled, and the = 

#) * over- flowing flood of ungodly greatneſſe vi- 

1: . fibly dried up) ſo now it may appear that you Joſh. 4; 5. 
'h » have indeed ſet up thoſe ſtones of memorial 9.20. 

wu p in thu dry Jordan, in the very place where 

at 3} your feet itood (where you ſaw theſe Won- 

ill 4 ders ef God) and that in the Gilgal of your 


i 
x 


of | hearts theſe frungs atts of Febovah are 
n= © pitcht, having the detp and bleſſed impreſſi- 
art * ons of holineſſe and thankfulneſſe abiding up- 
fp & 0» Jour ſpirits for ever. Our God u« able, 
* be us faitbful,he will do it in you, and for you: 
t- Thu hit Confidence, who is defrrous to be 


is Your Excellencies ſervant 


in the Goſpel 


(though unworthy) 
JOHN WELLES. 
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| G08PEL- TSAAC: 


e: OR THE 
Holy Nations Freedome. 


Galatians 4. 31, 


Pherefore (or,ſo then) brethren, we are wot 
children of the bond-woman , but of 
f he * rYOEes 


= » Spirit ſpeaks high and 
- glorious things about 
H & Believers: che ſameGod 
S] which takes delight to 
> dwell in them, loyes to 
* ſpeak our,and largely to 
roclaime their beauties , their worth he 
Himſelf. hath given co them: - Henee it” is, 
har this Foil is ſent to theſe Galatians, 
y df ey ' for confutarion of choſeEr- 
do ſhake <tc Saints hearty, 


The Glſpel-Iſaac, or 
and ſo darken & oppoſe that bleſſed and Þ 
ving way of the free grace of God in 
Cheiſt ; ac ww clexr up to all ſpiri- _ 
thal eyes way the love of 
rook, before and ſince the Goſpel, in the 
ſalvation of e-rabaw,and of all his right F - 
andſpiritual ſced; and this the Spirit does, | 
eo hold fotth (wkh.che oreatelt elearnefſe 
and certainty) the ſweer, fulneſſe and glo- 
ry of'a belceving ſtate, and a Saints con- 


dition ; we may 160k apon ir as highly cx+-# 
alted, and fally denied ader $4dbteh | 
notion. 

1, Under this Evatg elical notion of |; 
their beinp «Abrahams childred, 

-'2. Under this too,as being Sarah: chil. 
dren, that like as both were made infſicu- 
ments of God(through whom all the Na-+ 
tlotis of the earth wert, apd-ſhould be 
\ Bi&kt) ſo are they inftanced i is, fora mo 
clear, fall, and farisfaQtory demonſtration 
or layitig Gut of the exceafig,a Gap aceh n 
ling ſtate 6f every ſoul jt J, 
Chtiſt; which make$ uþ(in - Spirits ue 
count) the whole, and the right ſeed. Firſt 
thei cake a view ofche gloty of a Belie- 
ver, as hic is 4 cildt of Abrabaing and of 
that in this | might have every ſceinfiſoul 
go alotg with le tp wo x "EY 


—_ © am 7. acts = i» A od >» £3 Mm AAS L222 


[i Y 


Thetoly Nitidui Feeedowe, 
dB orgs how. otettndetiony 
Z Go what: love, powen, 
glot ) ere hl er of death: 
FA chat ich: rhe Spirit; calls (the 
bleſſing of atbvabans) is rhe bleſſing of ., "Rt 
$ 'cach Beleever;> the very ſane ble z* 
(wherein all Abrabam ſpirlteal weal 9 Who, 
and crue bleſſednaſle lay is ſent forth and 4 
comes:down'upot the headband heatr'hf » ©o-! = 
"-* cach membervof Jeſus Chrilty/if07 Thiat'a | 
Se? DBeleever may ay lay nthvCaſe; (ts 
/ Paxldid anal) Is 4b; chan bleſt? fourth 
I: Is he: jultifict freelyrhobugh grace > - - 
| foamT]: I thrihav an Hratlite indeed? 
ſoam I: Wi4#þ#/4ba# a" friend' of -Go, 
known of God? ſo am'[/ JOEY of 
eAbraham (ptomiſed to-bim;giyen to him 
by God hinvelf') *tis the bleſſing, of bleF- 
-fings, *tis char which is: how all 6rhier 
bleſſings, higher by the head and ſhoulders 
's then te felt; 'Tis-the-bl i wirhpoc a 
2 curſe (that's taken away in Ohciſt).'risTbe 
© bl:fling witboor vanity, elſe it would yoc 
dex bleſſing lonp : *ris the beleeving,; the 


| jallifyingbleſiag1'tis the Ar«bew-for- 
giving, ofa, exaſcitip bleſſing ; *ris 
the bleſſing \which brought A5-abamrtobe 


a lend of God, ro apPtar\ and £6 corth 
—— ach a ble(ſ ing as. Abraban-could 
\."S BS Sever | 


ac "#y # 


RK Gaſpel- Iſaac, &r 
-neyer fathomne, could never BY "ſuch a Þ 
bleſſing as was never Guteg rohim in a 
natural way;nor failed him in a; py rs; 4 
-want; ſuch a bleſſing as Abraham did not, 

-, could not bexeave his children of, as many | 

unichrifr —_— can and do.in bleſſings of}? 

a lower ; 

-Secondly, Believers are called the chil- © 

ren and Redof Abraham.upon an holy *!- 

and ſpiritual account , becauſe they be” 
Gal.3.laſt. Chriſts, of Chriſt, or in Chriſt; elſe they 
would not be reckoned for the ſeed: Now ,/ 

1 Pet 2.9, what doth God declare [elſe then this? j 

that they area royal ſeed,'a generation of Þ 

choice, ſuth who are of a princely, of the 5 

higheſt and beſt blood ; that they arc a 


-pecuhar pe and an holy. people to !: 
-himſelf, + ys forth; his praiſes ; ſuch + 


_ &ﬆ{, Pe BK. SS 


a os 


cg a= «© a= a © as as 


who are precious in bis ſight, written vp- | 
I 09 his heart, preſerved for his'glory : in 
X compariſon of theſe, what is 1ſrael after | 5 
the fe > They are not Iſrael, (ſaics the © 
Apoſile) God will not own them,nor ho-. 
Hour them with fuch a title, that like as *' 
God under theLaw would nor honour the | 
whole world with the title of 1/rael, no | 
more under the Goſpel will he allow ghe 
my "a Lahopdy mos after the ji: 1 
tab honour, 'and ſuch onely, ſhall ba 
| Rong. jon / mp Jlirg) 
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. | +-Thidly; Believers are fer. down (or ra- 

* ther ſer np): as'/Coheirs: with Abraban, : 
heirs according to the. promiſes, Abraham Gal, 3. 29" 
himſelf was an heir according to. promuſe, 
divine grace-niade him ſach an heir,and fo 
it makes all his children coo > now this is 
4 marvellous to be an heir according to pro- 

7 miſc : for - - 17 
1y © 14 Tis tobe.anheir to the beſt inhexit- 
> ance; the beſt.is beld forth inthe pro- 
&y miſe (namely) that inheritance of light, of © 
ww | the Saints in. ligbr, of glory : av inheric+ 
” & ance incorrwpthble, undefiled, and that fades" Pet. 1.4. 


S ' #ot away; usan heavenly inheritance,'tis 
bs all heaven, all glory,all ſubſtance reſerved 
A forthoſe-whoilove God, wholove the ap- 


® pearing of Jeſus ( briſt. 
" $ 026 To.inherit according to promiſe, is 
_ [ toi inherit inthe beſt way, and inthe beſt 
ime, to inherit: with the greateſt cerrain- 
or > 'F, with the: greateſt freedome and con. 
\s © folation ; a ſoul that thus is an heir, ſhall 
— | beſureto have his inhericance, and to en- 
>: > loyitto the full, as. he ſhall neither come 
; t9:jt too ſoon, nor tarry for it ito long ; 


or ſa;heſball when he! comes to: polleſle all 


: | his glory, bavefulneſſe of zoy by os * 5, | 
,: | . $-. To inherit (according ito promiſe) 


igffo inherit {til}; for the promiſe is of ore | 
19 Y f B 3 on 


\ The Odfpel-Iſace,ov. %. | 

4qd eycriauſting mercy; asthe loye'of God Jof 

_ | overlaſting;/thar gives theinhericance,ſo "bx 

:/ wehe inheritance which is igiven, the one | 

cannot fade; as long as:the other flontiſh- 

& 4/ — orcas adapter rages a 
bidesfor ever. ' 

Fourthly, to be an heir necording 20 
promiſe, is to be made an heir wholly and 
onely:by the. free' grate: of. God: in Joſws 

x Pet, 11.3. Chriſt ; and ro-\rve1n a conſtant and lives F'wi 
1-8 = aney till the inberirance comes | 

Keirofi lof 2 living hope, *not ſuch-heies hi 
' as live. upon dead mens hoes (as the 
Praverb 'runb)/ but ſuch! whoſe faich and | 
hope livesand lies in God, who. raiſes'ths 
dead, ſaver-the-(uiner}, nod brings uns 

glory. 

S#ond!y, che Spirit under the notion of Far 
their being Sarabs children, magnifies the 
fpiricua) condition of a'Behever + and: py 
the g!ory of # Believer was lifted u up by ; 
thac ſtyle of: being Abrahams children ; * 
ſo is che bleed liberty, and precious free- | 
dome of al} the Saiars cleared .up; 'and +0! 
confirmed byrheir being Sarabs children, 
Tis worth obſcrvin that when the Apo- 
ſtlejers drive againit felF-juſtificarion by 
works, 'then”he eels chem: rhey be 4 

 Gal.z.7,9, ham children, and therefore are childeh 


The holy N arts. Friedome. & 
d Jof the promile, and (hall be faved 69: 4- 
ſo "14419 theis father was : bur when he lets 
\dcive ag8inft their. coming pnder legs] 
dage,andtheir lubjrdting thenaſelvs 9 
he Moſaical Adminiſtration; thee betels Guy , 
hem thatthey are Sorats children, chil 22. 
ren of the free-womgn, & what wil they 
in bondage,though they be born free-2 
ell me (faies the Apottie)you that ave io: 
Willing to be under the Law , you thee. 
' have ſuch 8 maneths minde , to be Ag/es 
his diſciples; do yon noe kear the Law. ?. 
ear it (Might they ſay) bow, or whete:?! 
by (faies the Apoſtle) Iwill got tell youy 
wit was delivered byGod,receivedand 
rought down from the Moune by Adofes; 
ue I will tell you a myſtery avout it, 
and a great pne £00 ; you have is jatd 
own beforeyon in that holy Story of A- 
Ir abam having ewo ſons, 'the- one by 3 
Bond-woman, and the other by a Freezhe 
bad an farms, and he had an //axc 3 3nd 
Mele ewo had rwo mothers, though bus 
one father ; Theſe things are an Allegory, 
(Gaich be ) theſe ſer forth one and the lame 
+God in the two Covenants ; Therg arc 
(ſaics he) two great births in the world, 
20d that which was born after 51 eflelb, 
fs appears firlk, 1/omar/ (the Law 1 
 * B 4 mean) 
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The Goſpel-1ſaae, or 
meaf) but that: which is born afcer the Wet 
ſpirit,Cviz.)(the 7/aac of the Goſpel)this Fas 
appears laſt, in theſe latter dayes ; now |} 
here you have your choiſe, one of theſe 
muſt be ſtack to; but tell me, is it not 
ealie, nor evident to ſay which ? is there! 
not difference.etiough between bondage] 
and freedome, betwixt grace which ſaves 
and works which deſtroy 2 What can you 
ſee no more beauty, glory, happineſſe inFfr: 
That Fer»/alem which is above,then in that {pit 
$3nas of Arabia which is below > What # 
ſhall che free-woman Sarah be deſpiſed in 
your eyes, and Hagar the bondeſervant &e 
be admired ? What, when God propoſesfi 
toyoulife and death, life. in beleeving in 
free grace , and death -in preſuming up-| 
on your own righteouſneſfſe, will you not 
chooſe lifenow ? or do you begin to re-j 
cant that you have choſen it ? . God for- i 
bid : are we not (as /aac was) children® 
_ of the promiſe > and if we-be ſo, oughtY 
we not rather to hearken to the yoice of Ah: 
free-grace, and to ſay,Let us caſt out che; / 
bond-woman with her ſon, let us be quire*th 
outed of our ſelves, and ſay, The ſonne of gry 
the bond-woman (hall nor inherit with fo 
the ſon of the free-woman ? ſo thengybyFir 
this time brethren {faics Pav!) you Navally 


E 


FY " i>, 


| The holy Nations Freedoms. 
ee what 'tis to be under the Law, and that 
Fas we are not; ſo "tis ourbleflednefſe, thac 
Aweare not children of the bond-woran, 
hut of the free. 

In the words ſee a firme and bleſſed 
onclufion gathered from premilſles. of 
ruth, concerning the free and happy ſtate 
pf Goſpel-Believers z We. are children 
faies he) not of the bond-Woman, but of the 
inffree: wherein the Apoſtle is pleaſed to 
at pive a donble title to Believers, | 
| 1, 'Atitle ef unity (Bretbren.) _ 
| 2- Atitle of adoption-(we are children 
nt Kof the free-Woman,) 'AMke notice then 
{ 1, Ofthe onencfle of the relation a- 
moneſt the Saints in Chriſt ( Brerhren,) 

{ 2, Of their nearnefſe of relation to 
od (we are children.) 

3 2, Hereis the illuſtration of this rela- 
ion, ſetting forth the glory of ir : and this 
en23s done 

= 1: Negatively,not of the bond-wowan, 

of Fhat was bur low and ſervile. 

he; 2, Poſitively, but of the free-woman; 

ce® his is full of ſweer freedome, and of glo- 

ofry. The Apoſtle had made one (where- 

chFfore )in the cloſe of the third chapter, and 

by Fit was , that they were eLbrahamsſced, 

IF is one ſpecial thing that ſers forth chs 
, Wy | Belie- 


| {dd b Ly 


The Goſpel-Tſaat, or 
Believers condition 3 but this is but half© 
(as it were): for e-4brabaw had a double 


ſeed, oneafrer the fleſh, by the bond-wo» 
man, (viz,) 1/omar!: But (fajes be) ye, th4 


arenot of this ſeed, ye are born after the $ 
Spirit, born of the free-woman Farab, 
which makes him bring jn another (wher- 4 
fore) in\this place , whercby he raiſes up 
the Believers condition unto the fyll 
height: Ye are Abrabams ſeed, there is | 
one mighry ſtep of their honout: Ye are Be, 
eAbrahams right feed, his ſeed by Sarah | 
according to the promiſe, there is another | 
ſep : now is their completeneſle made up | 
with this laſt Cy wich this laſt (where- þ 


fore;) ſo that by this double wherefore fri 


there is a ſhining and glorious luſtre | 
crowning the heads of all Selievers : and | 
he does his work molt exceliently which | 


© he is aboue, namely,to ſhew the ſpiritual 
advancement of allBelievers throughJeſus 


Chriſt - what does ic, who brings it about, % 
and wherein it lies? to this end the Spi- j5 
| Tit brings in this Allegory of the bond and *; 
the free-woman, that he might fer out all |; 
this glory of the Saints, and give up the þ 
ſumme and ſubſtance of all in this conclu- 
fion, Wherefore brethren, we are not chil=. 
dren of tbe bondewoman , but of the f\ 


[ 
> 
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The boly Notions Freedome. 2 
he Apoſtle had before reaſoned out the 


ſe, cleared up all doubts, made the way 
> Fplaine; and now he applies it cloſe to all 


'E he Sainrs for their conſolation, #herefore 
ie Wretbren, cc. As if he ſhould fay, I bave 
b, Bbceg ail this while a pleading for you Be- v 


- Yievers, ſowing that you might:reap ; la» 
bouring , that 'you might have the fruit 

ff all, and partake of the benefit with all 

Kbe'Saints; now let us all fit downand 

24T, and thankfully embrace theſe divine 

grefreſhings which How out:to 1s, for we 

are children not of the bond-woman, but of 

he free, The words in the ſubſtance of 

them, yceld naturally forth to ns this ſpe» 

rial and ſpiritual obſeryarion : thac 

| Goſpel believers are no 1ſbmaecls,no chil- 

Adrea of the bond-woman, . but they are 

Eſaacs, they are children of the free-wo- 

gnan, Here are'two branches jn the Do- 

*Arine and in the texr. 1. What Believers 

,, Fare not? 2, Whar they are>Now accord» 

[- Fing cotheſe, fo we ſhall proceed, raki 

d up and opening this firſt, which-comes 

1 viz.) That tru: Believers now under the 

WG ofpel are no legal Iſbmaels:: 1 fay under 

he Goſpel , becanſe the Apoſtle holds it 

orth ſo, and gives me a warrant for it: 

- gg Nc finde the Apoſtle himſelf telling 
| WA us, 


* > 
\ 
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The-Goſpel-1ſaac,.0r 
vs, that the. very heire! under the Law;| 
Gal. 4+ though he were Lord of alt {meaning eve- 
ſy Beltever) was under the tutorage,: ga-F 
vernment-and bondage of the Law, the; 
adminiſtration of which Law, he calls: the! 
Rudiments of the world : now a Gaſpeb$ 
Believer; :he' is not qnely Lord of ,all;in} 
nonage(as it was with a''Betiever underfi 
the Legal. Adminiſtcation-)but Lord of all;z 
and at full age too (in a Goſpel-ſenſe}: 
wherefore he is not under t hoſe Legal Ru-} 
diments of the world ;; and hath his'heir-# 
priviledges-onely in hope; but they are! 
come intochis hand ; itbeing the fulneſle® 
of time, and the time appointed of the F_ 
Father (that is to ſay) the time when: the! 
beire ſhould-,poſleſſe and enjoy all thoſe q, 
 Goſpel-priviledges he was born to bythe? 
Spicic :now'this was both the time of they 
Fathers appointment, and-the- fulneſſe-of, 
time, when the Soo is ſent from the Far? 
ther into theworld to redeein all his from|., 
under the Law, and the Spirit of hiz Sog/# 
is ſent -inro the hearts::bf bis children; £m 
whereby they utcer no ſervile cry; nocry 7 | 
Gal.4.6 of bondage (as they did before, when they }j ©. 
-  wereunder the lawes tutorage) bur a filial) p 
cry; cry of-affeftion, a cry ot much love, þ, 
- of much confidence; wecry cm a) bt 
*Y 42 ; \ aye 
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* Father (as 1[aac {ometimes did to Abra- 
7 ham, although we finde not any ſuch thing 
' of 1/macl.) For the farcher and better 
- Eclearing up of this, ler us obſerve thatthe 
"2 Apoſtle tels us, 1/mae! was born after the 


> Sption of /macl. couch under it > 
HI anſwer, ithath in ic theſe rwo things 

{eſpecially : : 
$ 1. Thathe was born after the power 
| of the fleſh. 
2, Thathewas born in the way of the 
fleſh, fs 
3 Firſt, /amael was born after the power 

of the fleſh (that is, by oatural power) A- 
braham's body was not now dead when he 
y went in to Hagar, and begat 1/hmael; nei- 


MY ther was Hagars womb dead, but ſhe was 


00" able by a natural power to receive the 
EY .;ſccd, and to conceive by it : here was no 
FT unlikelihood as touching an Iſſue, in their 
Kd coming together, much leſſe any ſuch im- 


$ poſſibility, as was, when Abraham (elder 
"OY by efvelve yeers,) comes to Sarah, now 
aſt ycers for children ; infomuch as that 

? | * we 


Dd 


13 
wik ſayes the Apoſtle) a Believer then now1s-..... . 
” Q cane Iſhmael,. he can cry Father, my Gen. 22:7» 


$fleſb : therefore we may conclude, that Gal.4. 29, 
"B Believers are no 1/maelr, born after the 5 x7! ozþrg 
TS fleſh, what is that ? what does this deſcri- $-11S#'s, 


= 
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Jobn 1.13- 


Rom,4419 the Spirit records this (of them both)that 


' fleſh,heis born again, but 'tis nor of 6/006, 


The" Goſpel-Tſaas, or 


Abrahams body was dead, & SarahswombÞ 

was dead; but there is no ſuch thing ſpo-7 | 
ken of in Abrahams begetting, or in Half 
gars conceiving of 1/hmgel; here the pow: 
er of nature was great enough for the 
work;ſo that I/&marl may well be ſaid eo! 
be bort: after the fleſh;now aBelieveris 00k; 
1fmaiel in this, he is not born after the 


nor of the will of the” fleſ#), nor of the wil 
of man, but of God. A Believer hath not 
his faith, his grace, his new- birth from his 
parents, it is all the. free gift of God; he 
fetcht it not from the world, 'tis a com- 
modiry that cannot be bought here. A'Be-# 
hevers own heart hath it not, it is an ene- 
my to it; but he is born of God, born by 
the wiſdome, love, and power of God by 
theſe, the heart is ferche off from all 
things, throwes away all, to come to a# 
Saviour, and thicher when 'tis once come,! 
it ſweetly reſts, findes and ſucks comfort 
from thoſe bleſſed breaſts of his love and}; * 
fulneſle, ; 
Secondly, I/mac! was born in the wayh 
of che fleſh : that is 
' 1. Thorough thecarnal adviceand cor- 
tupt perſwaſion of Sarah his wife : She 


* fi 
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has faiesto Abrabham,behold now,the Lord hath 
ml reſtrained me from bearing ; I pray thee 
30. £0 in axto my maid : it may be 1 may be Gen. 16.1, 
1, id bnilded by ber, ( meaning ſhe might 23-4: 
ww. have children by her) which are (as it 
he were) the building of the family) Abya- 
tot bambehearketis, and (after Sarah had 

brought, and bare Hager to him ) he went 
he) in unto her, and ſhe conceived , this was 
ww conception : and in this God did 
»8 hold forth two ſpecial things. 
"ot 1, Thar in the Legal adminiſtration 
1. (which ran wholly upon carnal Ordinan- 
he 4 Ces, end not inthat AaroricalPricſt-hood, 
| of which the Apoſtle teſtifies, that it was 


Heb. 7.16; 


4 | made after the Law of a carnal command- 
16.0} ment, not after the power of anendleſſe 
by life: as if God ſhould ſay, I gave the legal 
b Prieſt-hood onely as a carnal command- 


ment, I appointed it not, either to ſave 4 
Joul dead 1h (ins, or to remain long-lived 
* itſelf: )rhere is not, was ngt arty power, 
* aty ſaving life in it: the Law was ever 
nd} © Weak through the fleſh; that is, as the 
Cale ſtood with man) it could: give no 

Y help, caſt out no devil, no fin, work nb Rom 8.9. 
 eure upon the ſinful ſoul ; bring no peace 
| to the wounded conſcience; no ſalvation 
| tI9 adeſtroyed creature; God in the Le- 


* 


Gal.3.19; 


Pall - 9. 


The Goſpel-1ſaac, Or 
pal diſpenſation conſulted not ſo much 
with his mercy, as with his juſlice ; *twas 


added becauſe of tranſgreſſion, partly as F 
a reſtraint to tranſgreſſion, and partly as a |; 
puniſhment for tranſgreſſion; and the ; 
whole bulke of the Adminiſtration it ſelf, # 
did all along hold forth a Creation ra- # 
ther then a Redemption, God dealing in 
it, asif he had to do with a ſtanding, and | 
not'a fajlen Adam; with a living rather |} 


then with a dead Adam: hence the com- 
manding voice in the adminiſtration was 


chis| Do this,and thow ſhalt live Jand not as} 


the Goſpel [| Belceve, and/ive, in and by 


Chriſt; and then do thu, or that. ] Beſides 
this command of doing, and fo living by | 


doing,is given out as the main encourage- 
ment for afoul to buckle co all chat legal 


and obediential work, given him in charge 


inthat diſpenſation: but Believers are not 


born thus after the fleſh, they ſeek not | 
life, where chere is nothing but death ; Þ 
they go.not about to eſtabliſh their own | 
works, their own righteouſneſle, which is | 
of the. Law 3 but they ſettle upon the |} 
righreauſneſle of God by faith, and defire 


onely to be found in Chriſt for their juſti- 


fication, acceptance and ſajyation in the | 


Gght of God. iy Ss 
| Second- 


»m 
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Secondly,God holds forth the corrupt 


way of a mans own heart , which is af 


' wayes ſo ready to take, and to follow the 
2 advice of ſome luſt or other, thinking 
#{ thereby to build ypir (elf; this was (ſhew- 
s cdin 1/omacls conception after the fleſh : 
* now a Belcever he is not conceived, he is 


* not born by the counſels of his own heart, 


| be goes not into the bed of his own right- 


| couſneſſe, to finde pleaſures and happi- 


£4 - © 


x might be born; he might come into che 


nefſe there ; but he. runs to Jcſus Chriſt 
into his armes of love, into his boſome of 


# free grace, laid open ſo ſeaſonably and 


ſweetly to him, in thoſe great and preci- 


{ ous promiſes of his. 


Secondly, Iſhmael was born in the way 


| ofthe fleſh , for he was born unpromiſed. 


God did never tell Abraham that Hagar © 
{hould bear him a fon; he would ſhew no 
ſuch countenance coir : he cells him that 7, 
Sarah (hould bear him a ſonne, and that 


# more then once too, and that before 1/- 
; ma*{s birth or conception too : God him- 
* ſelf engages himſelf for an /ſaac that Sa- 
; 7ah ſhould bear, bur not a word of an 1/3- 
| mac! that Higar ſhould bear to him; 
therefore the Apoltle calls //aac a childe 


of promiſe, 1/-mae! hath no ſuch name; he 


5 


world; 


and 17.16, 


19,and 18, 


T he Goſpel-Iſaac, or 
world; but God ſpeaks not a word of his 
conception beforehand ; he ſhall not be 


mae! ; and where or when did God by 
way. of promiſe tell his people before- 


hear nothing of ir as long as they 'were 
three dayes before Aoſes is charged to 


( ayes the Lord ) to the people, and ſanttifie 


Exod, 19. 
4 bit them to day, and to morrow, and let them 


10,11, 


for the third day the Lord will come down 
in the ſight of all the people upon the monnt 


tion of the Goſpel is on foot ) fires ma- 


Ha. y, 14. time ) he wonld ſend hir ſonne, and that 4 
| virgin ſhould concetve,and bear a ſonn', and 
-. *Mat.i. 23. bis name ſhall be called Emannel (Which 1s 


a 
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hand of the Legall Adminiſtration : we | 


warne th: people and legally prepare 
them for that legall Adminiſtration : Go K 


ny abeacon firſt, he gives ont that ſucha F 
thing he had in his decree, and in his in- | 
tentions of love : that (inthe fulneſſe of 3 


as | 


oraced with ſuch 3 word of mercy, as may F 
afſure Abraham that he ſhall have an /f6- j; 


Eoypt; nay nor when they were our of w 
Egypt and in the wildernefſe ; only. ſome | 


Waſh their clother, and come not at their } 
wives, and be ready againſt the third day ; | 


S$inai,cc. This is atl we read of that God F 
ſpake before the delivery of the law : God | 
indeed ( before the glorious Adminiſtra- | 


A "a--ns 
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as mach a4 God with w ) and all the pro- 
phets of God teſtified afore-hand of 1 Pet-1.11 
this, which was to be held forth, and ad» 
miniſtered in due time ; and that with 
ſuch evidence and clearneſſe,that the Goſ- 
pel ic {elf is called the reftimony, ( by the +; -4. 
Spirit ) as if there were nothing but wit» 7; guy. * 
nefſe to the Goſpel-adminiſtration be- exp, 
fore it came; and ſpiriruall evidence, bleſ- 
ſed and true light, init when it is come : 
but here is an /@mae! comes unpromiled, 
| and ſo does the Legall Adminiſtration 
'- ſhadowed out by him ; and fo is the ſtate 
» | ofevery unbeliever in the world, he 1s 
-» # without God, without Chriſt, without Eph. z, 13- 
| hope, without a promiſe, he is an 1/amacl 
upon whom God beſtowes no word of 
it & his grace, that ( as the Legall birth ! being 
4 F butaletter) andnor to laſt) it is ſent 
4 & without an harbinger before its face (God 
. f (astoit) premiſes no promiſe) ſo, where 
i- | thereare nothing but corrupt and Legalt 
a © dirthsin the heart, of (elf-righreoulneſle, 
1. | Aandunbelicf, God leaves theſe ſouls with- 
}f © Outa promiſe of cternall life ; and ſeales 
ak chem notup by his Spirit to che day of 
redemption , which ſealing is only the 
portion of the true 1/aacs of God. 
Thirdly, 1/-mae! was born aftexs the 
"L38 C 3 fleih | 
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fleſh ſo, asthat he was unbleſt : for 

1 1/omael was not he, which was to 
live before the Lord, or in his ſight : hence 
"Twas that when Abraham through weak- 
neſle cries to God, O that Iſhmael might 
live before thee ! God anſwers, Sa- 
14h thy wife ſhall bear thee a ſonne indeed, 
and thou ſhalt call his name Iſaac: and 1 
will eſtabliſh my Covenant with kim for an 
everlaſting Covenant, and with bis ſeed af- 
ter him : and as for 1(bmael, I have heard - 
thee, behold, Thave bleſſed him, and will 
make him fruitful, aud will multiply him 
exceedingly, twelve princes ſhall he beget, 
and I will make him a great Nation, but 
my Covenant will I eſtabliſh with Iſaac ; 
which Sarah ſhall bear wnto thee, at this ſet 
time in the next year. As if God ſhould 
ſay, I will blefſe 1/2maael, but not as I bleis 
Iſaac : Iſhmael ſhall be bleſſed with a 
great generation, with worldly greatnefle, K 
twelve princes ſhall he beget: but 1 will 
eſtabliſh my Covenant With 1ſaac,and with Þ 
his ſeed after bim : he and his feed ſhall | 
have the ſpeciall bleſſing : they ſhall F 
live before me indeed : my life ( who am 


4he fountaine of life ) (hall be 'their por- 


rion : their happinefle ſhall lie 1n my Co- 
venant of free grace, which I will eſtabliſh 
| weh 
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Abraham grieves; there is no quiet in 


' raiſe, terrors & perplexities in the conſci- 
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with them : but as for 1&mael his portion 
ſhall be in this life, I will multiply him, 
and he ſhall be great, but he ſhall not be 

the heire. 

2. Iſhmael was (0 unbleſt,as that there 
Was much trouble with him : he proves FO 
a Wilde man, hi hand was againſt every A . 
man; and every mans hand was againſt him : Gen, x1, 
there was much trouble with him to ec g, 13. 
braham, to Sarah: Sarah complaines , 


the houſe ; till God kimſelf reſolves the 
controverſie,and tells Abraham what 

muſt do, and how he muſt hearken to & 
rah his wife;and thus 'cis with the lawhow, 
does icbuſsle, what ſtirs and tumnlts does ir 


chnce,tiilGod ſpeaks peace by his fre grace; 
till Chriſt himſelfe comes with his blood 
of ſprinkling, and bequeaths his bleſſed 
peace unto the ſoul by his own Spiritznow 
2 believer he is no Iſþ-m1e/, he is for peace 
( if poſſible ) with all men ; be is afonne 
of peace : he is called ynto peace : he is 
eifred with peace ; he is not aman of 
contention, a wilde man - but a peace- 
making, a peace- loving, a peace«keeping 
man : he deſires that every thing mighc 
be done in love : he ſets himſelf againſt 
| C 3 no 


"* 


| Gen,23.9, 


| Gal, 4+ 29- 


on 
. 


The Goſpel- Iſaac, or 
no man, nor nothing but that which pre- 
judices true peace z and diſhonours the 
great Prince of peace : he is dead ro quar- 
rellings, and brawlings, and vaine jang- 
lings, which do engender more ſtrife, and 
cauſe more diviſion and diſquietments : 
he deſires nothing more, then to be alive 
unto true peace- tor the glory of Chriſt 
that gives it, and the good of thoſe who 
do enjoy it. 

Thirdly, //-mact was ſo unbleſt as that 
he falls to (inning apace, and he is quickly 
as high as perſecution : Sarah ſees 
ſonne of Agar mocking : the Apoſtle 
calls it no leffe ther perſecution g and pro- 
feſles that he which was born after the fleſh, 
({ meaning I/omael) perſecuted him that 
was born after the Spirit, meaning 1ſaac : 
I/emacl makes no fcruple of deſpiling 
and mocking 'an Tſaac; but like as his 
Hagar had deipiſed Sarah (upon her 
firſt apprehenſions of her conception of 
him ) ſo doth 1&mae! (her ſonne ) play 
his part, and falls foule upon Jſaac in 
mocking of him : a believer he is no 1/4» 
mael, he is no deſpiler, no mocker, no 
perfecutor: perſecution is many- times 
as a rod upon his back ; but he is no per- 
ſecytor himfelf; he is crucihed with 
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Chriſt, he is no crucifier of Chriſt; he loves 
and honours that image of God, which an 


Iſmael hates and loaths : he fayes God, 


3 forbidthat I ſhonld touch the Lords anointed 

{ ones, that I ſhould do them harme, fol- 
low them wich diſgraces, whom God 
himſelf blefſes, whom-he follows with 
mercies. Beſides, obſerve here Hagars 
ſonne is a finning, to ſhew us that the law 
(this Hagar ) gives a ſoul no power a- 
gainſt finne ;1it is a law of death and of 
condemnation ; but not of life or falvati- 
on : therefore the Spirit teſtifies of it, 
that *ewas weak, 'twas unprofitable, and 
therefore God nulled ir, and made it 
void ; that there might be way made, for 
chat Adminiſtration, which hath in it 
(through the Spirnt)to much ſaving pow- 
er,and ſpiritual profit. 

Fourthly, Ifmae! was fo uableſt, as 
that he mult be caſt cut, he mult be ex- 
communicated out of Abrabams family : 
Sarah { when ſhe ſaw 1ſomae! mocking 
# herſonne) ſayes ſhe to Abraham, Caſt out 
{ thu bond-Weran, with her ſon; for the 
ſorne of thu bond-woman, ſuall not be 
heire with my ſonne, {even with Iſaac) 
and the Apoltle makes it Scripture, what 
Sarah now ſpake : what faith the (cri- 

pyt 4.4 C 4 pture 
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FA 
ture, ( ſaith he ) Caſt out the bond-woman! 
&c, And well he might, fince. God ap- 
proved of Sarahs excommunicating-ſen- F 


Gal, 4 309 


Cz2n. 32+ 
I2, 


Joh.s. 37+ 


Iſa. 66.5. 


Job 2. 3. 
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rence, and bid eFbraham hearken to her 
voice, and putt into execution, Mother 


"then, and childe, and all muſt out. God 


will notendure ſuch a mixture in his fa- 
mily ; he ſcornes the ſcornfull 1/amaet; 
and will not endure him within his doors: 
God never did, nor never will deal fo 
with believers ; they muſt not out, they 
are call'd in, Come #nto me, ( faies Jelus 


Chriſt) they are freely received when | 


they do come : he will by no meanes caſt 
them out : they have bleſſed fellowſhip 
with God, with Chriſt; when they are 
caſt out by men, when the adverſaries 
of their ſouls plead all chey can, co ſhut 
the doors of mercy, and to fet God a- 


*Sainſt them, ( as God told Satan,that he 
moved him againſt his ſeryant fob, to des- | 
{troy him, ro ſwallow him up Without | 


cauſe ;) yet then they are accepted of Z w 


God, received, imbraced, ſmiled upon, 
and rejoyced over. Jeſus Chriſt ( in his 


Covenant of free grace) is altogether for | 


recciving, for bleſſing of ſouls that come : 
he hath no ſuch language as this, Caſt out 
this poor creature, this loſt ſheep, turn 


bim}: 
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»! Bhim out of doors; he ſhall be no heir of 
p- Emine: what does this burdened ſoul come 
n- Fro me for? does he think that I will take 
er Thim in ? have I nothing elſe to do bay 


er to take my bread, and my wine, and my. » 
d Emercics, and give it unto ſouls that are 

a= Bſtrangers to me, ſuch whom I know not 310 

/: Ewhence they be > this is not the voice of 


s: Four David: his voice is a voice of love, 
ſo E peace,caſc, reſt, bleſſednefle - he hath bleſ- 
y Bings in his heart ; bleſſings in his mouth ; 
us bleſſings in all his wayes, workings and 
n Edoings; the voice indeed of the law is, 
{ FLord overtake, condemn, conſume with 
ip Þ thy juſtice, ſuch a fallen, broken, undone, 
Loren fn as man is; let not ſuch a 
2S & rebellious creature bave any countenance 
it from thee ; but give him as hedelſeryes ; 
z- © 1s not every foule curſed - wich fins a- 
e & mongſt thee ? Caſt out thoſe, who have 
2. |} caſt off thee; Command fire from heaven 
to deſtroy theſe (inners; wilt thou cat 
}Ff & with them 2 wilt thou give counſel to 
1, # them ? wilc thou thew mercy to them ? 
is |; So that this is the portion of a poore 
r & /mael, he is ſure to be turned ont of 
: | doores; Whileſt a believer hath a ſure 
tf ſtare, ſure mercies, a ſure inheritance 
nf reſerved for him ; by all which its ealie to 
"ly | lee 


2 
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of the do- wherein our work lies to {hew what be- ill 2 


; The Goſpel-Tſaac, or 
ſee, that he is rio //&mael, no childe of She 
the bond-womans but of the free. We tho 
paſſe now from the negative to the af-F ; 
firmative ' ( which was the ſecond fy; 
thing propoſed in the obſervation ) || - 


lievers axe ; the Apoſtle tells us they 
are T/aacs ; They are the children of the 
free-woman. In this affirmation of the Thi 
Apoſtle, there is exceeding mach glory 
coucht upin alittle roome : ( Sounes of 
the free-woman ) holding forth all the 
glorions priviledges, injoyed by believers, | 
as their own peculiar, *Tis the wealthieſt, 

the richeſt ricle, char could be given, and | 
all out as noble, and honourable too ; 
Chriſt (by his Spiric ) as he is now de- 
grading the Law. and crowning the Gol- 
ſpel ; So he is clearing up, and concluding 
zbour the ſtate of a ſou) entertaining the 
Goſpel, and being a childe of the free- 
woman ; wherein he is leading every be» 
lieving foule into. an execeding high 
Mouncaine,there to ſhew to them all that 
slory God himſelf holds forth unto them 
by his free grace : the Apeſtle driving ac 
this, to clear up that moſt emineat way 
of free grace, manifeſted and diſpenied 
out" co the members of Jeſus Chrilt 10 
| thele 
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heſe laſt dayes : this glory the Spirit 
Ve holds forth in a threefold expreſſion, 


if-# 7, He calls them Children of the Pro- Gal. 4.28, 


iy IG 

) & 2. Children borne after. the Spirit. 

e-} 3. Children of the free-woman : and all 
ey Wheſe titles are given cothem in allufon 


d Iſaac, theretore the Spirit ſometimes 
aies , they are children of the Promile as 
/aac was ; ſometimes children born after 
he Spirit as /aac was ; ſometimes chil- 
ren of the free-woman 2$ he was ; now 
hoſe titlesand expreſſions are nor given 
at as fo diſtin& and different ,that they 
ould not meetin one; or as if they did 
ot ſet out one and the ſame thing ; but 
eSpirir rather comes with theſe heaps of 
itles,the better to lay open his meaning, 

din the plaineſt way to ſtoop to the 
nderſtanding of his people; ſo that if 
hey could not reach what he means, when 
e tells them that they are children of the 
Promiſe ; he profcfles to them , that they 
reſuch as are borne after the Spirit : and 
f as yer they cannot ſpell out what he un- 
erſtands by this ; he goes on , and tells 
hem farther, that they are Sarghs chil- 
ren , children of the free-Woman, evlh as 
aac was; and ſo he leades them to learn 
their 


k [ 
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their own ſtate, their own happineſle, 
even from the ſtate of Iſaac, which di- 
vine grace put him- into ; and from 1/a- 
acs mercies which the good hand of God 
did reach forth unto him : therefore now 
*cis brought to this, that (as beleevers are 
. called Abrahams children, (and Abraham 

proclaimed to be the father of them) ſo 
now they are all ſaid to be Abrahams 1ſa- 

Gal. 3.16. acs (as it were ) and as Chriſt himſelf is 

ſaid to be thar one ſeed, that one Iſaac, 
(promiſed to *Abrahams » ſo here each, 
of his members are ſtyled ſo,to ſhew unto Y p 
them, that the Spirit holds forth equal 
glorious priviledges to them all and as F b 
much to each, as if they were but one; # 
and one 1/aac too, the only ſonne which F b 
Abrabam had by promiſe, and in a right 
way : ſo that, as God the father ſaid con- 
cerning Chriſt (the head of his people) Þ #/ 
- that he had but one ſon,and he ſent him : F 
ſo Abraham (ina ſenſe ) may ſay, that he Þ is 
hath but one ſonne, and that is //aac, al- 
though all believers are his children: for & fi 
all betievers are (as 1/aac was ) children of þ 
the promiſe : they are all as one inthe Fx / 
unity of che Spirir, and in Goſpel-pri- { 
viledoes, though as many, as the {tarres, 4 a: 
in the nymber of them ; now then to. | 
$a come 
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* come down rightly to the work in hand, 
Jand to make out with clearnefle and 


evidence of the Spirit, that believers are 
Goſpel-Iſaacs, Abrahams children, J/aacs 
brethren; we may do well to diye into 


8 that Phraſe of his, being borne after the 


Spirit : for if we look well here, we 
ſhall finde the ſumme and ſubſtance of 


| Iſaacs bleſſedneſle wrapt up in it; and 


abundance of precious and golden 
Oare in this one expreſſion of the. A- 
polile. | 

Iſaac was borne afier the Spirit, yea, 


but what is that ? 


1. He was free-borne, rightly, nobly 
borne. 

2, Borne by Promiſe. 

3. Borne by an extraordinary power of 


E the Spirit, 


4. Borne to be Abrahams heire(who 


| is called the heire of che world ) 


5. Borne ſo as to be provided for 
L firſt, | 


6. Borne in mach mercy : borne bleſſed- 
ly. 
I, T/aacwas lo borne after the Spirit 


14S chat he was f.ce-borne, borne Mm 
| Marriage-union, as a fruit of the marri- 
age-bed, ſanAtified : he was borne nobly, 


_ -*-_ 


Gal, 4. 26+ 
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according to the will and minde of God 
he was no baſe ſonne : he was borne 0 
a wife, and not of an handmaid. Sf 
rah ? did bear him, as with much com-l 
fort and joy; ſo with much credit and} ; 
= honour : are not believers I/aacs1n this} 
they are borne of the Spiric : and the fe- 
rnſalem which is above, which is free, is 
the mother of them all. 
Gal.4 24, Yea bur whar is this Jernſalem, or how 
__ are believers Jern/alems children ? 

[ anſwer,this Zerſalem is the Covenant 
of free grace made by God the Father 
with Jeſus Chriſt as a Saviour, laid out% 
to us in Goſpel-diſpenſations : *tis not 
meant , the Church ( as 'tis commonly 
taken) but the infinite love, and free 
grace of God, and the glorious way 
and path of grace, which God takesF 
in Chriſt co make a Church unto him-F 
ſelf. To clear up this we ſhall do theſeF 
two things : 

1, We ſhall ſhew you that this 7eru-| 
ſalem which is above,is not the Church, | 

2. That it is the Covenant and GoſpelF 
of free grace. 

i It 1s not, the Church : For firſt the 

Church cannot be ſaid to be the Mother 
of us all which the Apoſtle affirmes of 
| this 
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this Jeruſalem ; for (usall) is all belie- | 
0d vers; andrheſe all make the Charch,and 
* Off arerhe true matter of it; Therefore we 
Saf muſt either make the Church of Chriſt to 
MF bea Mother ro it ſelf, and fay,the Church 
indy ;:; che Mother of the Church, and Feruſa* 
If [1 which is above,is the Mother of ferns , 
fe- ſalem which is above ; or elſe we muſt 
» BY fay,Zernſalem which is from above, holds 
forth ſomerhing elſe. 
OW 2. Jeruſalem here mentioned ( if we 
ſpeak properly) was not before the Goſ- 
Int pel-dayes;in the time of the law there ap- 
Net peared MMonnt Sinai, which gendereth un- 
ut? to bondage, which is Agar,the lernſalem 
Ooty below, the Jeruſalem under the law, the 
WyR Jeruſalem that now is under bondage, 
ei with her children (faycs the Apoſtle) 
ayF chart is, with all that ſtuck ro that legal 
<5 admiiſtration then ; now in the time of g, , ,,. 
n-y thc Goſpel appears Afonyt Sion, the Jerx- 5 
|KE /al:m which is above, coming down and 
| diſplayed by the Goſpel; therefore un- 
#-# lefle we will fay,the Church began then in 
.. # the dayes of the Goſpe)], and there was 
xIF no Church before ; we cannot {ay, this 
| Jeruſalem above is the Church, | 
he 3. jernſalem(here mentioned) makes up 
cr | one of the two Covenants: which are 
of the - 


Gal.q.24, 


The Goſpel-1ſaac, oy 
the two Covenants (fayes the Apoſtle) 
| | now how ſhall we make them two; if the 
Y Jeru{alem (which is above) make not one 
$ ' of the twain > will one Covenant,and one 
Church make two Covenants ? nay fur- 
ther, how ſhall we do to make up one 
Covenant ? if we ſay,the Jer»/alem above 
is the Church? Iadde, and why not the 
Jeruſalem below tod? and where then 
l is there one Covenant > when we have 
& turned the rwo Covenants into two 
Churches, is there then ſo much as one 
Covenant left? and have we not then | 

dealt fo ill with the text, as to-blot out 
what the Apoſtle hath written, and to þ 
write in ſtead thereof (Theſe are rwo 
Churches?) 

Secondly, by Jeruſalem above is meant 
the rich grace of God in Chriſt, running 
inco a Covenant, form'd up, and caſt in- 
co the mould of-a Goſpel-diſpenſation ; 
in which diſpenſation che uautcerable 
workings of the tender love of God, and 
the unſearchable'contrivances of the in- F 
finite depch of his wiſdom (whereby is 
made up that glorious policie,of Gods.f | 
own deviling, tending to redeem a peo- || | 


Gal. 4.29. 


ple wholly co himſelf) do moſt ſweetly 
and gloriouſly appear; and this is that 
Jera- 


| were two Covenants (allegoriz'd by Ha- 
gar the bond-ſervant, and Sarah thefree- 


| to make up the number, 
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Jeruſalem which is above, Ty make this 
clear. | 
x, Conſider that Pax/ calis the Goſpel, 
the Word of Gods free grace, no lefle 
then the ſpiritual mother of the Saints in | 
(orinth, when he tells them, that he tho- ,c0,, . ; 
row the Goſpel had begot them to Sod, 
to Chriſt ; amd Peter calls Believers the 
children of the Covenant ; and of that 
Covenant which was made with cur fa» 
thers, to Abrabam, &c, Saying, 1z thy 
ſeed ſhall all- the Kinreds of the earth be 
bleſſed; where by the bleiled matcer of 
the Covenant there exprelſt, tis moſt c- 
vident that he ſpeaks of the Covenant of 
free grace ;z and if Believers are faid robe 
the children of this Covenant, why may Ads ; 25, 
not this Covenant be called the mather 
of them ? | 

2, The Apoſtle profeſſes, that there 


- 


woman) and tierefore this muſt be one 


& W. 


3. hs Jeruſalem is latd to be from 4- 
bove. Sointhe Covenaatand diſpenſa- 
tion of free grace from above : the Gofs 
pel had its riſe in heaven, in the heart; 
and deep counſels of God firſt ; man on 

| B.*. catth 
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earth did not contrive how to be ſaved ; 
to have the Lambe ſlain (for the fatisfy- 
ing of Juſtice, and ſaving of the finner,) 
was No plot of his, but *fwas Gods own 
way, his own goodneſſe and good 
pleafure'; his own wiſdom and forc-deter- 
mined counſel, therefore *cis called by the 
Col. 1.26. Apoſtle the myſtery, and the myſtery 

hidden trom ages and from generations ; 

but now (ſayes he) 'tis made manifeſt ro 

Rorn. 16, his Saints, and that by the light, gifts and 
26, commandment of the everlaiting God, as 
elſewhere he hath ir. This Jern/alem 

which is from above, ſeems to hold forth 

«pr Tz the very-ſame which the Apoſtle calls hea- 
keegvi®* yenly things themſelves, which ſtyle the 
Apoſtle gives to all chat Kingdom of 

grace which comes by Jeſus Chriſt ; all 

that glorious ſubſtance which was ſh1- 

dowed out by thoſe types and ſhadows, 

which were no higher, no better then 

earthly patcerns of thoſe good things to 
Heb.9.13- come; The Las (layes the Apoſtle 3 hadF | 
Heb,10.1, 9117 aſhadoW of good things to come : and} , 
"nat the image of the things themſelves,h& | 
c 


namely the things of grace, the things of 

Chriſt,of bis Spiric : therefore we never 

2Cor 3.18 read of the Saints beholding the glory us 

the Lord avin a glafle, till the ay A 
< * Gil. 
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diſpenſation of the Goſpel andSpirit was 
on foot ; they might behold ſomewhat of 
chis glory in dark ſhadows, but not ſo as 
in aglafle; for here was repreſented the 1 
image of the things themſelves: the wY 
things of glory and glorious myſterjes of | 
love appearing clearly, through the Cry- 
ſtalline glaſſe of the Goſpel , whereia 
life. and immortality is brought to light ' 
by Jeſus Chriſt : this is the above-Je- ,T] 1.16 
" alem , which is the mother of us 

all. ' 

4. This Jeruſalem (here mentioned) 
is ſaid tobe free: free as a mother to 
bring forth - free with a fountain-free- 
dom to flow and ſtream out : can this be 
appliable to be leevers? yer it ſuits excc}- | 
tently, Chriſt in the Goſpel, with the Gal. 4.56; * 
bleſted Adminiſtration of che Covenanc 27. | 
of free grace; T his is the mother of 1 all , 
(fayes the Apoſtle) wherh:r Jews or Gen- 
tile-believers; it hath a reach beyond the 
bounds of J«de4, even to the ends of the 
earth, that they might ſee the ſalvation 
by Jefas Chriſt : therefore the Apoltle 
comes in with a (for it is written) to 
Prove it, Rejoyce thombarren that didft not 
bear, (that is, Jelus Chriſt in the wombe 
of chy ſoulc,) break forth and ery then that 
| D 2 aid} 
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diaſt not trtwell, &c. he ſpeaks now to 
comfort the Gentiles : and marke how 


he does it, not by any earthly bleſſing A 


he promiſes to them; bur by the Goſpel 
comming amongſt them, and by making 
many to belceye in thoſe Nations, who 
( ere the dayes of the Goſpel) fat in 


darkneſle, and were barren of the light or | 


knowledge of God and of Jeſus Chriſt : 
yea farther for their incouragement ,. he 
promiſes them, that there ſhould be more 
believers even amongſt them ( that were 


ſometimes deſolate,without God, with- 4 
out Chriſt, without an husband )) then Þ 


amongſt the Jews that were married and 


wedded ſo to their legal hvsband : ſo | 


that it's moſt evident that a believer, a 
Goſpel-believer hath ſuch a mother as the 


Goipel is. A believing ſoul is not borncar- | 
nally of the legal mother: the letrer con- | 
verts not any : it ſpeaks death, not life : | 
did you neyer heara believer ſay with # 
Panl (nay did you ever hear any other |: 
voice from him, then this) T obtained | 
mercy, andit pleaſed God to reveale þ 
Chriſt in me : andby the grace of God þ 


I am what I am+s and I believe that 


through the grace of God in Jeſus Chrilt 


lam, and fhall be jullified from all my 
be: {1ns 


% 
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ſins; and by the ſame grace haye beech, 
and ſhall be preſerved unto his everlaſting 
Kingdome ? 
Secondly, 1/aac was borne by promile ; $1 
God did once and again tell eAbrabam,.. of 
he ſhould have a ſon: helſpeaks.it to ,nq —— 
eAvraham oft, and and then to Abrabam 19. & 18, 1 
and Sarab too, or at leaſt in Sarahs hear. 10- 
ing ; but this is nor all, that e Abraham | 
ſhall have a ſon; but he (hall be an hap» . 
py ſon too, | 
I, Such a ſonne in whome all the Na- 
# tions of the earth ſhould be bleſ- Gan. 12.1. 
# ſed; he ſhould be ſuch a ſonne, that & 22, 18, 
# ſhould have a mighty ſeed as theſtars for & 15. 5+ 
number : and a bleſſed ſeed ( he means) 
in and by that ſeed of his Chriſt, many 
ſouls ſhould be bleſſed. | 
2. Such a ſonne that ſhall be born at 
ſucha time, at a ſer time, az the time ap- Gen,x7.21 
pointed; according to the time of life , will & 18, 14. 
= JTreturne unto thee (ſayes God ) and Sarah 
" ſhall have a ſonxe, 
q , _ 3: All this is promiſed notwithſtand- Gen, 17,18» 4 
- Ing Abraham himſelf ſayes to God, 
4 | © *hatIſhmael might be the heir! O that 
I/omael might live before him ! but God 
Q& # ſces Abrabam to be carnal, and too too 
low in this requeſt of his; therefore God 
D 3 replycs 
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teplyes, and fayes, Sarab thy Wife hall 


bear thee a (onne indeed; and thow ſhalt call 
his name Iſaac; and 1 will eftabliſh my 


Covenant with bin for an everlaſting Co- , 
venant, and with his ſeed after him : "tis 


as miich as if God ſhould ſay, Abrabem,l 
4m in earneſt, when Icell rhee Sarah (hall 


| bear thee a ſonne : ſhe ſhall indeed bear 


thee a ſon: 1s there any thing too hard for 
me, Abrabam > thou canſt icarce tell how 
ro entertain and giye credit to theſe ti- 
dings, but 1 will ſpeake it again, and 
adde an indeed to ity that ſo there may 
be no- room left- in thy heart for any 
doubrings in this buſineſſe. * 

4. 1ſaac is promiſed timely, ere 1h- 
maelis born, Though 1ſomael is in the 
world before 1/aac; yet Iſaac is inthe 


word before him ; now here is much of / 


the glory of the Goſpel in all this : Chriſt 
himſelf, the Angel, the Meſſenger , the 


 Mediarony of the New Covenant, he is ; 

1. Promited ofc moſt clearly and 10+ 7 
lemnly + The ſeed of rhe woman ſhall brgiſe | 
the Serpenti* head: Behold, a ahi ſhall }. 


concezve,and bear a ſonne, and ſhall tall his 


7- 14 yame ltimanuecl. 


. 2, Jeſus Chriſt is promiſed as a fatre 


. - greater, as an higher bleſſing theh ever 


God 
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God gave before : Brbold the dayes come | 
that I will make a New-Covenant, (layes W 
God) not according to the ('ovenant I made -— 
with their fathtrs, &c. which Covenant ; 
thay brake ; but thu is the Covenant 1 will xx 4, go 
If mhake with the houſe of Iſrael in thoſe dayer, g,vro, _ 
| (faich the Lord )-I will put: my laws into * 
their mmades,and in their hearts Will I write | 
BB them c,NowGod would in this admini« 
7 ſtration, not write upon tables of ſtone 
' | any more, but upon the fleſhy tables of 
| the heart : now he would bleſſe them in- 
deed;Now his pegple ſhall have ſubſtance, 
ſhall have Spirit ; (hall have true grace 
given ; ſhall have true light Chining in 
their ſoules for their eternal good. 
" 3. As God fpeaks of atime, atime of 
life, a ſet time , wherein an I/aac ſhould 
3 be born; ſo he tells us of a fulnefle of 
' 
: 


time when Chriſt was ſent,and the Cove- 
nant of grace adminiſtred ; and behold,in | 
thoſt days and at that time,laith God,&c. Gal.4.45- * ** 
| B 4. Yet farther,when we were ready to 4 
- 2 plead foran 1/amael, and to fay, O that 


p ” W/macl might live before” thee ! when we 
: W would be A7oſes his diſciples z when we 
* | would have our own works to fave us,and 
. our own righteouſneſſe to {tand ; yet 


then ſhall Chriſt come down from hea» 
D4 "-vEn 


/ 


LO 


- / 
« ®; a. q by ? E 
"hw "© : =>? 4 | 
. ; »d 4 . « 4; _— p 5s by 


« wh. © 


= 40 92" Goſje Iſaac, or 
ven, and bring with him the New-Cove- 
nant.(abounding with free grace and 
- truth ) he ſhall have it in his hand , nay - 
pet it into the bearts of hu .people ; wie 
Micah «2, 9 were Without hope and could not believe. 
| 5-2-/3od ſayes,the $h:/oh ſhall come; and in ' 
7's Bethlehem (hall be. born -ſuch Prince, 
who ſhall govern his people Iſrael, well 
then may a believer ſolace himſelf, and fit 
dowr. triumphantly inall this, and ſay, [ 
am a childe of the free-woman. 

5, Yet farther, as Iſaac was promiſed 
before I/2marl was born; ſo the Goſpel 
in the beginnings and firſt words of-it 
was before the law in its Adminiſtration; 
and therefore cannot make void any pro- 
miſe of God; and therefore ſhould not 

- leilen a belecvers comfort, nor ſhake 
him in. his faith about Jeſus Chriſt ; for 
a!though the law appears firſt in its. Ad» 
miniſtration; yet the Goſpel in the. pro- 
miſc is the elder by 400. years: and thtere- 
forethe law cannot make void the power 
or comfort of the Ghſpel in any ſoul : 
for if the Goſpel ( which is the elder ) 
makes not void the law, becauſe Chrilt 
(the all in the-- Goſpel ) fulfils and 
fatishes the law - how much more then 


ſha!l not bs: To leflen or weaken the 
| | Gol- 
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' The holy Nations Freedame. 
ofpe| which was-ſo long after;and which 
d as added becauſe of tranſgreſſions, as a 
7 - Wevere ſchool-maſter by ſdre ſtripes to 
» ſeep tranſgreſflors under? | S. 
-. E Thirdly, ſaac was ſo born after the 
n '{&pirit, as that he was born afcer an extra- 
>, cdinary power of the Spirit ; Abrahams : 
ll Sody was dead ; Sarahs womb dead ; both | 
it Wcad with age; and,therefore irrecoyera- 
dly dead, ina way of nature; and yet '$S4- 
ahs barrenneſſe teaſes, when it ceaſes 
d Robe wich her after the manner of wo- | 
1 Wen: ſo that 7ſaac is begotten,conceived, o 
t- $orn, and all out of death (as it were ) x 
» Where there was no likelihood in nature, 
- Hay an utter impoſſibilicy in that regard, 4 
t hen God does it,and Sarub bears a ſonne; | 
e Herefote the Apoſtie ( [peaking of Abra- 
r hams faith in this thing) ſayes,that Abra- 
= Yam believed above hope, and againſt I | 
oe 94. = 
- Rope (that is,in a naturall way) that he\g ,,| 6. 
= Hould have an. //aac, and be the father | : 
r. Bf many nations in him ; and of Sarah it 
ſaid, that by faith ſhe received ſtrength = Re” 
fo conceive ſeed ;/'twas not by the power EE 
f natore; bure it was by the- power of 2 
at grace of faith, whereby ſhe account». . 
1 him faichfullthat had promiſed ; for 
e may obſcrve, that (he was. barren 
| whileſt - 


> 
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whileſt ſhe was young z and how was ſhe 
then likely to conceive, when once ſhe 
was paſt age? ſo that 'rwas eLHbrahams 
faith, and 'twas Sarahs faith, that had 
ſuch aſtroke in the begetting and con- 
ception of an ]/aac ; ſuch I/a1cs 'are Gol- 
pres, not only. in cheir glorious 
ad Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe conception was 
* miraculous ( not; in this, that the womb 
of Mary was dead ) but in this, ſhe had 
received no ſeed of mar! to conceive by; Þ 
& therefore ſhe muſt believe in a concep- 
tion according to the word ſpoken to 
her } but alſo in this, that they have dead F 
wombs, and barren hearts; hearts that 
have'no power to conceive a Saviour, £0 
receive the ſeed of the Spirit; hearts 
wherein dwels no good ; yet doch God 
make by his Spirit theſe barren wombs to 
conceive and bear, to have Chriſt formed 
inthem; and thoſe dead hearts to live, 
and to live froitfully ; hence the Apoſtle F: 
rells the ſaints, chat the very ſame power, 
that raiſed up Jeſus Chriſt from the dead F: 
ns no lefſe)had come down upontheir 
Eph.7.: 92 ſpirits, and had drought.chemto beleeving, 
We , Fourthly, 1/azc was born-ſo after the 
Spirir, as that he was born to the greateſt Ny. 
priviledges; he is -a_childe of promiſe ; 
| be” 
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he is Sarahs (the free-womans ) ſonne ; 
” cis Abrahams heir ( unto him Abraham, 
ad aaveall he had) he is an heir of God, Gen. 24.; 
od himſelf. in Chriſt makes a Covye- 36- 
(. (pane of free grace with him; my Cove. 
” ant will 1 eſtabliſh with T/aac (ayes 

pd ) he pever ſpake fo to-Iſ>mme/; but: 
þ B/4ac is made the heir to all the unſearch- 

ble riches of the Covenant,; to all that ge 15.2 
lorious wealth ; and are not all believers 
7 Yo too ? does not God to the(#-give the 
P- priviledge of being the ſonnes of God? + 
is it not Gods minds and will, to have 

them endowed as his children; ho- 

noured as his children, walk 4s his chil- 

dren, be glorified as his children ? does Joh, 1.3 
4 $oot God {ay to theſe I/aaes, Allis yours : 
1/4mael hath many bleſſings ſuch as they 

are; but an Iſaac hath all: J/amaelrCor.z.2z * 
hath no good thing ( I mean) that which $ 
js cruly {avingly good, but from 1/azc he ph. 84.11. 
will withhold no good thing ; the pearl, 
id the gain ; the Chriſt ; the marchleſle and 
incomparable things of glory, yea, what 

not iti hitn.2*tis for believers, "A lovers 
5 Bof Jeſus Chriſt, that chere are ſuch things 4 
laid up, as eye never ſaw, not ear eyer 
heard, nor everentted into the heart of *©%* *9: 
man to conſider ; this is the portion of 

| | __ thok.. 


L © 
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| thoſe that fear (God , and beleeve in him 

Fifthly, Iſaac 15 ſo born after the Spiri 

as that the Spirit provides for him ere he 

- js born. God promiſes to give to Abra-þ 
ham the land of Canaan for a poſleſſion, 

and to his ſeed after him, when as yer, 

he had no childe ; bfore I/aac was conf. 

ceived in the womb : God had laid inf le 

before by promiſe, what the nnborn I/aach; 

ſhould pollefle. Suchis the precious way 

of the love of our God towards his peos 

© 2Tiw.1.9- ple ; "grace was given them in Chrift, 

before the foundation of the world was 

Jaid : Godin his infinite love, laid up a 

elorious alſufficiency of ſpirituall fulneſle 

in Jeſus Chriſt ; and did ( as *cwere ) ſay 

to him, Take all this ; beſtow it upon 

thy members whtn time comes; piveſ 4: 

bo gifrs to them ; diſperſe abroad to thy 

poor ones; let them receive fromJ,q 

thy fulneſſe, even to their filling, to 

their ſatisfaRion. ; . to their ſalvation, Il 

Sixtbly,1ſaac is ſo born after the Spi. 

rit, that he becomes a blethng, and a great 

one to0 : his parents havemuch- comfort ſy. 

in him, #nd. by him-: Abrabam laughs. 

GM17.17( wheh the Lord told him that Sarah 

AJ ſhould bear him a ſonne) and (ayes in his 

"a heart,Shall a childe be, born co. him that 

on .. > | . : is 
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mS:an hundred years old > and ſhall Sarah 

"hat is ninety years ' old bear? Sarah 

ef when ſhe beares it) (he langhs in her ho 
ieart too (ſaying, After Iam waxed old, Gen. 18, . 

hall I have pleaſure, my Lord being old *?: 

alſo? they both laugh and are exceed- 

ing glad at the newes : his name muſt be 

[aac : ſuch a name that may (iIgnifie their 

great joy : God made tem to rejoyce, 

FMherefore Iſaac 15 the figteſt name for him, 

Fzod ſo be (hall be called : now Sarabſays, Gen.21: 3 

God hath made me to .laugh, fo that all ©": 

that hear will laugh wich me. At 1/aar's 

"PWicch there was great joy, whilſt he ſuckt, 

Sarah was not a little glad. Who would 

have ſaid unto Abrahans ( ſayes ſhe tri- 

umpHiingly ) chat Sarah ſhonld have given Ver, , 

children ſuck ? for I have born him a - 

YE fonne in his old ape. When he was wean- 

MYed, there was. much joy: eAbraban Ver, $. 

makes a great feaſt the- fame day: ſtill _ * 

Iſaac was a comfort to them in his carri- 

ape, he is no trouble-houſe: no mocker, 

no- tubbornz, or difobedient one; he 

breeds no jars, no diſcontents; he be- 

haves himſe}fexceeding lovingly, lowly, 

and amiably : Such J/aac*s are believers , 

they are children of the free-woman , 

© they are a bleſſing to all that relate to » 

4 them . A 
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F454 them : to all chat have to do with then 
' Exck.34. 7 Will make them (ayes God) and.thy 
_ places rownd about my hill, a bleſſing : tl 
are not {ſo in themſelves, no more the! 
others ; but God makes chem fo by hi 
Spirit :the remnant of Jacob in the midi 
of many peopls 14 as a deW, but *tis from the 
Lord ttey are ſo : they could never elſe be 
as the ſhowers upon the praſſe, that tarriet! 

Micah 5.7, 9 for man; nor waiteth for the ſonnes. 
men. Bleſſed is the womb that bare thee 
( cries a woman to Chriſt) and the pap 

that gave thee ſuck : and (arely 'tis a ble 
ſed womb ( even the grace of the Cove 
nant ) that bears a believer ; and they be 

bleſſed paps, eyen the paps of conſolatior 
' thatheſucks. Jeſus Chriſt makes them 
' 2 bleſſing to themſelyes: a bleſſing tc 
his name : theic walk lies in the vall 
zChron, Of Beracah, in the God-praifing, an 
20.26, God-bleſling valley : here their delight 
is: they arc a bleſſing to others: to thol 
that are round about them, they are's 
the dewto the graſle, as the (howers te 
the earth, Oh! what a world. woult 
| this be, what adry, barren, empty, frui 
A ke fle earth, if there ſhould be never at 
þ Kever in it > the children of the fre 
' woman; they are childrea of bleſſings 
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The holy N gtions Freedpme. 47 | 
. Children of wiſdome; children of peace; 
they are not the Common-wealth.di- 
ſturbers; nor the pariſh-diſturbers 3 nor 
J the family-deſturbers ; theſe are the 76- 

# wacls of the world, who hate. the faith- 
full, and godly, and peaccable 1/azcs, 
'8 thoſe whoſe hearts are full of ignorance wo 
- ,& and malice, theſe are the troublers ; theſe | 
--.j make all the diſturbances, by their Juſts, 

follies, furies ; whileſt the Goſpel- 1/aacs 
are ſonsof peace, are for peace; ſtill en- 
deavouring the bleſſed welfaire of poor 
4 finfull, and miſerable - creatures, who do 
nothing but (inne againſt God, and mul. 
be fiply miſchiefs upon themſelves, Thus 
we are now come thorow all the parti- 

culars tending to clear up this truth ; our 
F aimein all this, is the ſerting up of a 
He Chrift,the cxalcing of bim, who thus high- 
ly advances his Chriſtians, his members; 


ey what is all this? wherefore are theſe 
off *bings by a divine band ſo recorded ? bat 
> af "Nat we might ſee, how Godevenr of old 
* of) (though darkly, & ſous few law or heard 
wid 1©) gave ont the free, princely and.coyall. 
wield Pr-viledges of his I/aac: in all ages; thas 
þ.j 25 God did well know, the ſhame they 
G ſhould. undergo for him ; fo he did with- - 


all foretcll, the glory they ſhould _ 
; y 
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| by him; that by this latter, they might 
have ſome bleſſed ſupports in their ſpirits © 

againſt the burden of the former z and iſ Þ 

O . what an unſearchable depth of divine © 

wifdome lies here at- the bottome of all * 

this>. O the infiniteneſſe of this light; C 

8 which ſo ſweetly, and perfeAly manages Y 
all theſe myſteries, types and allegories;as fl 

that they are made to run moſt pleaſantly d 

"" into a Goſpet-channel; and freely ro P 

flow into every believers boſome, that S] 


they might be there,-as a well of water, 0 
ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 'Tis |} *< 
more then a wonder, to ſee mercy fer} 
out ſo many. wayes, and yet ſo rarely in bi 
all; to ſce a very.miſt produce ſuch aff ** 
ſhun-ſhine;/ to lee. ohne Abraham, one th 
Sarah, one Hagar, one 1h nel, contein-iſ © 
ing.in them ſuch a depth of divine right- of 
ouſneſſe, light and love, O believers ! bel © 
: | inſtructed; you have a God, that can ad- {e 
= a vance {clf, him and his, by unknown ways F 
7 { 


that can reveal hidden Counſels, not on- 

ly thoſe of your hearts, but of his own ;}} P* 
beinfſtrufted (Ifay) | hb 

1 To open your eyes and behold yaur, 

God withadmiration :_. fall down before 
'—- +him: here {ce a God, even your God 
at work ; and at ſuch work, as-that he 
=» Fe | Cauſes 
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1d bere Go 


a You are no 1/omaels : he ſpeaks of you af- 
a; firmatively,.andſayes,You are [/aacs, chil- 
ly dren” of the free-woman: and Oh what 
7 Precious extrafts, what rare things the 


of glory, darted forth from him, who 
| 5 the brightneſſe of his fathers glory : 
4. {ec and ſay, Ohthe depth of his wiſdom! 
whoſe very fooliſhnefle ( that which. the 
world accounts ſo) is wiſer ; ts incom- 
pxrably, infinitely beyond. all the wiſ- 


world, and'of the world. 

Secondly, ſee thou believing ſoul, the 
Goſpelis no new thing: *tis very Ancient, 
many a year, yea many an hundred ycars 
was the ſubſtance of it in the world, ere 


49. 
caiiſes light to ſhine out of darknefſe : 

| ok ; light ſhines : glorious 
things be. made out of low beginnings, 
made out of poor nothings ( as it were ) 
God ſpeaks of you negartively, and ſayes, 


Spiric fetches out hence: here is honey out 
of the rock : here is oile out of the flinty 
2 rock:here isa goodly,a glorious roof, buile 
upon this foundation: here is nothing 
bur golden oare, precious pearles, the 
rareſt jewels: go to work then, ſend 
thy ſpirituall eyes abroad; here is worth 
enough : here are glicterings and ſparkles 


dome of the wiſeſt men that are in the 
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God made it up into a compleat forme, 
and called it che Goſpel, or miniſtration. 
of the Spirit : the Lord bimſelf fo ordered 
it, that no ſooner was an I/aac promiſed ; 


no ſooner was an /aas born ; but ( even | 


then)did he ſowe the ſced of all thiscrop, 
Jay downthe myſtery of all this light: 
fo that we may { even in this ſenſe ) ſay, 
Light u ſown for the righteow ; & that ma- 
ny years ago: for the righteous in this 
very age: ſo that we may i{ay,Others have 
Jaboured, & we have entred in upon their 
labonrs: light,Goſpel-light was ſown here 
in Iſaac : nay in the very words of Sarsh 


(Caſt out the bond-Woman & her ſon,&c.) 


which' now ſprings up, and is brought 
forth by the Apoſtle, tor every believer 
to ſee by. It may well be called the ever- 
laſting Goſpel, which hath had ſuch an- 
cient veines tO run in; ſo thac each age 
hathhad a ſprinkling of ir at leaſt: an 
everlaſting Goſpel indeed, which hath 
food up in all generations, in an open 


defiance of all oppoſition : and could 


neverbe quite extin, no not by Anti- 
chriſt himſelf C that angel of darkneſle, ) 
*Tis moſt true he hath uſed ( for the pur- 
ting out' of this light) all his cunning 


 ferches, broachr all in falſe doRtrines, and 
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The holy Nations Ereedome. 

taged with bitter malice ( backt witch 
tauch power, and all his power exerciſe 
with much eagerneſle, - in: the perſe- 
ation of the light of Jeſus Chriſt - J 
yet ( I fay ) the Spirit tells us of an 
everlaſting Goſpel , and of the ble 
ſed breakings forth of this light, when 
Antichriſt hath done his utmoſt ; yea the 
Goſpel ſo breakes out again as that it 
diſcovers the darknefle of all Antichriſtian 
wayes z and fo ruines and deſtroyes them. 
If then Abraham had the Goſpel preach'r 
to him, in his time: and the Goſpel 
breaks out again after Antichrilts time ; 
certainly *tis no lefſe then an everlaſting 
Goſpel, which chus revives lice the two 
witneſſes .) and outlives all lies, errors, 
and oppolitions. 

Thirdly, ler: che lovers of Chiilt ſee 
that Gotpel-liberty was im the world, be- 
fore Legal bondage: the Covenant of 
free. grace was{ in the ſubſtance of it) en- 
Joyed by believers, cre the Covenant :of 


. works was enjoyncd unto the Iſraclites 


in the witdernefſe ; the Goſpel hath the- 
ſtart ofthe law, and /is the clder; and 
therefore the Apoſtle concludes this, that 


- 


Gal. 3. $; 


the law could never. make void the Goſs Gal-3: e7. 
pel, nor make any promiſe of God theres / 
_ 'J ; 


OR wy 


52 The Goſpel-1ſaac, or 
in is null, and of none effeRt: for this Coye- 
nant of free grace was confirmed of God 
in Chrift,in the dayes of = Abrabam, 
{ which was four hundred and thirty 
years before the law was given ) and 

E therefore the law which came ſo long 

after,could not aboliſh or null the leaſt 
piece of this Covenant ; or give any ſoul 
cauſe to be ſhaken in his faith about the 
truth of the Goſpel in any particular of 
it, God was pleaſed in Abrahams dayes 

Gal. 3.8, £9 ler this ſhun ſhine forth a little (the 

' Goſpel was preach't to Abraham) and 
chen he claps it up again for a while : he 
clouds ir, and draws the vail of the Legal 
Adminiſtration over it; and thus he kept 
his. people under the vail of legal 
Adminiſtration, untill the full time came 
that it ſhould be rent : notill the time of 
light and reformation; and then the 
Goſpel (like the ſummers Sunne ) breaks 
forch, diflolves and clears up all rheſe 
miſts; and nowthe Apoſtle ſayes,that the 

$ 28215 75 race of Godgthat brmgs ſalvation hath ap- 

987- ow71j- peared ; whereas before, a temple appear- 

£106 ed; Aarons high prieſt-hood appeared; 

| ſacrifices and legal obſervations appeared; 

now grace appears; not ſhadowy grace, 
but ſaving; not grace in the type, but 
| race 
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orace in the> ſubſtarice; chat (grace which; - 
brings falyation along with it; tbat grace 
which clearly; ſhews a Saviour indeed ; 

Y, 8 chat grace which is all-Saviour (as the 

Y & word notes.) Now the infinite wiſdome 

dF ofGodordered things ſo, that that very 

8 8 graceof God ( which was defigned fo 

it W fully to appear, at the end and aboliſh- 

al FU ment of the Old-Teſtament-Adminiſtra-- 
ic F tion) ſhould in Abraham's dayes (long 
ff eretheLegal Adminiſtration ſer foot in 

'S & the world ) clearly and ſweetly ſparkle 

ce F forth, anddiſcover ſome.glimps -of its 

d F. ry ; God himſelfſhewing by theſe dawn 

ce # ings what a day of clear light was com- 

al Þ ing; and by clapping up: this lighe 

Xt i again, how equal it was for him to do 

al F what he would with his own grace; and 

ce BY how juſt*cwas for him, to give out ſuch 
f an Adminiftration,- which carried in it 

ie | the face of juſtice, rather then of mercy, 
s 8 Andſothe Lord added the Law, becauſe 

le of ctranſgrefſion, untill the time of re» 

be | formation, -till the ſeed ( that'is, Chriſt ) 

p- | ſhould come, to. whom the promiſe was 

c- } made, (that is,the promiſe of the Goſpe]- | 
d; # Spirit and Adminiſtration.) - | Gal-3e 3g. 
d; Fourthly,ye choſen ones ofGod, Behold 
this ; God loves that yon ſhould ſee your 


* v = . \&y k 
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| t Cor.2,9, 
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priviledges , that you ſhould carry them 
in-your heads, hearts, memories; the 


things of glory laid up for all (who-love' 


Teſus Chriſt ) theſe are hidden from the 
wotld, from the eye, care and/heart of 


all meere natural men; Bur ./ fayes the 


Apoſtle  ) God hath fevealed themto us 
by his Spirit; And marke the reaſon ; 
for the Spirit ſearcheth all things , yea 
the deep things of God ; that is,be ſearch- 
eth all things for ns, he findes them ont 
fot us; the Spirm that is in us ſearcheth 
and reyealeth theſe deep, andiheſe gloti- 
ous'things, We of our ſelves are as blinde 
as the world is , but we have receiyed 
that Spirit which is a Spirit of light, and 


of light inthe deepthings of God ; a Spi- 
rit which pnfolds the Myſteries of the | 


Father and of the Sonne unto us ; which: 
(with the greateſt ſweerneſle & clearneſs) 
interprets che minde, love , and will of 
God untous; wherefore does he ſearch 
them out , but that he might bring them 
inro us > not for himſelf, biit-forus (if 
we beleeve )' does he- ſearch, does he re- 


yeale cheſe ſpiritua}, glorious 'afid eter- 


nal things, Shall I hide from e-fbrabaw 
(fayes God ) tbat thing which. I do? this 
is Gods language to all his //aecy. If you 

| A ' are 


ok. a. he mne con i i on. 2 i 
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are Children of the free-woman, you 
ſhall know it ; you ſhall. know it from 
him; he will cell you fo ;' it (hall not be 
e © concealed, If you are called, you ſhall 
f Bf know what is the hope of your calling ; 
e ' © what your foundation is, what your riches, Fph, 1x8. 
's © what your inheritance is. You may lay | 
ih this, as 7exathan ſometimes ſaid to 
a | David of his father S#w/ ; Behold my ;$am.z0.2 ® © 
'- © father will do nothing either great or | 
ſmall, but that he will ſhew it me; he 
will uncover mine eate(as'cisin thetext ) 
and I ſhall know ie; ſo will God uacoyer 
the cares of his people, and unvaile their 
eyes, that they (hall know themſelves to 
be his Children, bis heires, heires with Rom 8.47 
Chriſt, fed byhim, and made for ever glo- 
J- rious with him, Oh ir is a bleſſed Spirit of 
| light and love thar guides you /! And let 
me ſay toyou, Behold , behold what | 
he now layes before your eyes: he cy 
tells you, ye are as Iſaac was: Happy H. 
- Children , who have ſuch'a Father as 
' eAbraham was, to be a patterne for your 
faith, and ſuch a Father as God himſelf 
is, to be a worker and {trengrh'ner of 
your faith, Will you not open your eyes? 
Awake ye that ſleep, ariſe, look abraod, 
ſce your ſelves Children of che promile, 
| EB 4 of 
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man. , Hath God (even your God) caſt 
ir-ſo, that you are Goſpel-1ſaacs, and 
will you let the vaile be upon you,and be 
beewixt you and.your God , you and 
your Chriſt, you and your priviledges ? 
no, no ; oft with all Scales that blinde you, 
that ſo darken the Myſteries of heaven, & 
leflen the very loge of God in your eyes. 

- Fifthly, ſee here ye Saints of the moſt 
high , the Spirit of God preſents before 
you nothing but liberty , but freedome, 
and that in the belt ſenſe too : You are 
free as Iſaac was: you have a freedome 
purchaſed : a freedome Spiritual : a free- 
dome moſt delightful, moſt profitable, 


moſt contemtful, and moſt glorious : an: 


abiding freedome. God purs upon you 


nothing that is a burden in it ſelf, or ought - 
Rev.2.24,5£0 be ſo to you : his commands are nat 
gricvous : his grants,bis gifts, his endow- 


ments, how joyouz be theſe? and theſe 
are they the Spirit ſets before you. Jeſus 
Chriſt when he ſpake to thoſe Jews ( that 
were both under inward and outward 
captivity) he draws them to hear and 
believeby-this great argument of Liberty: 
Te ſhall know the truth, andthe truth. ſhall 


; * Joh 5-32. make you free :. and for the great encoy- 


ragement 


$. 
dts” 


-the Apoſtle hath this, He that & called 


! mans childe, thou art free indeed; the 3 
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ragement of ſervants ( which are ſaints ) 


in the Lord, being a ſervant, ts the 1Cor.7,23, © 
Lords free man. Now he hath propoſed :: 
enough for the eye of ſuch: a beleever to | 
faſten upon : what a free man,( might ſuch 
a ſoul ſay ) andthe Lords free man too ? Oh 
wonderfull ! 'whither hath my God 
brought me ? out of what bondage? the 
worſt of bondage, into freedome? the 
beſt of freedome, what? am I now the 
Lords free-man, that was ſometimes fins 
ſlave? am Inow free in the account of 
God, that have finn'd ſo much againſt 
God? am I now free in my own'con- * 
ſcience, from that burden of guilt, that 
no ſoul exer yer could bear? am I now 
free to ſerve my Lord acceptably, free for 
Chriſt my Saviour, who by the corruption 
of mine own hearr, did nothing but pro- 
voke a Savionr? Oh what a Paradile is 
my ſtate, is my freedome ? how pleaſant | 
is this voice to my ſpirit, (Thou arc the i 
Lords free-man?> thou art the free-wo- | 


world - is free, but "tis in their own 4 

thoughts, and in ſhew at beſt : God calls =_ 

them children of the bond-womag, chil- | 

dren of the deyil, how fad is this? _ 
$ E 
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be black diſmall ticles : what do theſe 
make out lefle then this, that the whole: 


world lies in wickedneſle ; that the whole 
world is a thorow-ſlave to hell > for mans 
Juft within, anſwers Satans luſt without, 
and ſo the match of the higheſt rebellion is 
ealtly&readilymade againſt God.Oh,what 
bondage is'here 2 what finne > what mi- 


| ery? but you are free, ye walkers after 


the Spirit, ye children of the free-wo- 
man. View your own freedome, and your 
blefſedneſſe in it. You caſt your eyes upon 


' tryals! upon temptations, upon the trou- 
' bles ts befall you;but do you not forget 


(in the mean ſpace) the exhortations of 
God toyou?do you not forget what the 
Father calls, you? how he deals with you? 
wharfglory he ſers before you ? Oh be not 
cruel to your ſelves, whilſt God is graci- 
ous!Oh let not whores and harlots (.I 
mean your own unthankfulnes and unbe 2 
lief) devonr your portion! Oh let not 
yourſin waſte, ler' not your 6n conſum 
what your Father pives ! Oh ſuffer not 
your laſts rq live riotouſly upon that , 
which yon ſhould live with much holineſs, 
Joy and comfort upon ! bur fay ye, ( yea 
do more then fay ſo, let your ſouls ſpeak 
it ) We are of God : born of him, yn 
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ele Free by bim ; we'are his, we are bouphe, 
= Kve arc paid for ; we are brought into his 
ole 


marvellous light. and liberty, therefore 
re will not be ſervants to men, or ſlaves 
ofinne : we will not be weary of well- 
doing : we will not call any command 
at Bf Chriſt a burden, or 3ccount any Pri. 
i” Fviledge of bis ſmall; we are children 
er Bof the freeewoman, as ſuch children we 
0- Wdefire. to live, and as ſuch ( we hope ) 
ur Ewe (hall die. O our God, call us up to 
Nn Ethis moant ; feed' us with this bread ; 
l- Foive us ſtrength, give us freedome in thy 
© Belf againſt our ſelves; our enemies ; and 
f Ffor thy glory ; and. then ſhal} we. ſuit 
c BE with an 7/aac, as to practice to thy glo- 
? N ry like'ss weftte,as I/aac was, in reſpet 
CY of priviledge (through thy pron y) 

” 6We may behold here, how blinde,drof- 


L Nl y & Gofol the judgement of the world is, 
* IF as concerning the ſaints : how ſcornfully 
* © are theſe looked upon, as poor, baſe, con- 
| FF temptible creatures, of all men the moſt 

miſerable : the ſpirit of the world cries 
| & them down, as not worthy to be con. 3 
 & (idered nnder any other notion, then of 
- | being the off-ſcouring of all things : if 
there be any droſle (faies the world ) 
they are the droſſe ; if there be. il} ; they 
are 


os 


PORTS 


. the Apoſtle) we bave no 


Jer.z1-19, 


60 
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| are the-ill : if there 


be any plague in a 
whole countrey, any 


We are & 1401 (ſayes 


honour, we are reviled, 


'perſecuted, blaſphemed , peſtilent fellows ; 


we hear noching but ill, they are the + men, 
1 Cor. 4-1 1,12,13.We But, what have thi 
are no leſſe then <pi22- c;ohteous done ? Or 


Set'p ares TE Y07 us. the 
very dirt oftbe world and where are the eyes or 
ears Of theſe men? 


EdITHY TMWIY ue, the 
excrement of all things, Did God ever pro- 

Let theſe berg claim, what they pro- 
a ge, fayes , chim > did truth- it 
TODnNDWN ſelf ever ſpeak fo of 
Let tying lips be put to the- righteous-?,. did 
ſilence, wha ſpeak in ever any word of the 
their pride and contempt yeaſt. diſgrace fall 
eainſt the righteou:. from the mouth: of 
God as touching thele> no, no? God 
himſelf pleads for them, gives them his 
own ſtamp, his own image, puts his name 
upon them : theſe, ſhall be- ſure to be. a 
crown of glory in his. hand, a people of 
love in his heart: theſe are his dear /ſaacs, 
his pleaſantchildren : children of eAbra- 


ham , children of the promiſe , children 


of theP rophets,childrev of theCovenant: 


- AR53:25 theſe are children, born after the Spigit, 


by the power of that divine will and love; 
theſe axe his jewels, tis ſheep, his _ 
tne 
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the only heirs and poſleſiors of all good, Ye have _ 
ny Thisis the voice from heaven: the Lord [04nd #b18 
ſpeaks of them as ſuch who are one with,” = 
en, him ; as ſuch who partake of him: as ſuch ,,p or © 
thell who are crowned by him, and made up plague r 
or into the perfeRion of an everlaſting ſtate Tertullus , 
or of blifle and glory in the end. Minde /7*«#s # of 
n > this ye haters of the righteous, and think _ FN 
70-8 ſadly upon that. of David, Evil ſhall kill m_—_ 
ro-if the wicked, and they that hate the righteous 
it all be deſolate, 
off Seventhly, will you know the reaſon 
lid why believers are fo perſecuted by the 
hefſ wicked 2 why, here 'tis ; theſe are 1ſaacs , qa 
all born after rhe Spiric - unbelievers are »PL7yY 
of | not {o ; they are born after the fleſh; they ) JUN 
od £f are children ofthe ſ{trange-woman, of the 
his | bond woman : they are of another ſeed : 
ne a degenerate brood, fill'd up. with the 
a © {erpentspoilon, even to the brim, Hence 
of | tis that theſe Cain ariſe ' ro ſlay their 
e, | Prother Abel. As ſouls are born, ſo they 
a} live, and at; if they be born only 
en | after the fleſh, why then they work, and 
t: | walk after the fleſh ; then are they buſic 
it, | 2gainſt the new-born babes, ( ſuch who 
+ | are born after the Spirit )'cis now ſo{ ſaics 
Paul) even as it was in Abrahams dayes : 
the world is not amended : why, what 
Was 


Plal- 3 4923 
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62 "The Goſpel-Iſaac, or 
was done then? why, there was an 1/4 
macl ( after the fleſh) perſecuting an 

| - Iſaac ( born after the Spirit.) I look up- 
Gal.3.29. on 1/-maclas the worlds pattern, as the 
'  greatandpeneralltype of the wicked in 

f, after-ages. 1/5mael' ſhewed what the 
world would do, as well as //aac repre- 

ſented the ſtate, wayes and aAions of 

the {aintsin the time to come : ſo that 1 
conclude (when I hear and fee, [mal 
perſecuting I/aac ) that this will be the 

very track and path of the wicked; they 

will be in their malicious and envions 
purſuit of thoſe, who are born after the 
Spirit: ſo that perlecutors there arc 

and will be, ( ſajes the Apoſtle ) and who 

are theſe? even ſuch as are born after 

the fleſh; perſecuted there are and will 

be, and who are theſe ? even ſuch as are 

born after the Spirit. / know ( faies 
Joh.7.37, Chriſt ) ye are Abrahams ſeed, _ ſeek 
ro kill me, &c. as if he ſhould fay,I 

grant you are Abraham ſeed after the 

fleſh, but do your ations ſui with that 
birth-right-priviledge > you . are Abra- 
hams'ſeed, but 'tis only after the fleſh you 

areſo; doyounor know that e Abraham 

had 3n //mac! as well as an /ſaac, and 


are not you children of the — 
| , in ] 
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here, te unbelievers now to ariſe,to. be 
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(in a Goſpel-ſenſe ) and not of the free? 


Therefore our. Saviour concludes (how- 
ever he had granted before, that in a ſenſe 
they were Abrahams ſeed) that they 
were not the children of Abrabam {in 


the right and the beſt ſenſe) and this con- Verſ.39. » 


clufion he builds upon this bottome, 


they followed not his ſteps, they did Yerſ.40; 


not -his workes :'ye ſeck to kill me, a 
man that hath told you the truth z Abre- 
bam never did ſo: he loved truth, he 
wrought righteouſneſſe , he delighted in 
me : he rejoyced to ſee may day,Rc. But 
you are angry and troubled , you grieve, 
you vex , you chafe , you ſeek to kill me: 
Abrabam ſaw my day, and was glad : he 
ſaw itby faith, did beleeve, was fully 
perſwaded in his heart that I would come 


54 Savioar into the world : but you nei- | 


ther ſee nor believe that I am he : you 
are not Abrahams ſced: he was the father 
of the faithfull z but you are not faith- 
ful , you believe not, therefore you att 
not of that ſeed : you are very 1/omaels , 
you are as he was, and youdo as he did, 
and when will ye do 'otherwiſe un- 
Jefle the truth makes you free > 
Secondly, what a ſtrong perſwafive- is 


up. 
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- upand comming to Jeſus Chriſt ? he will 


make thee a Goſpel-I/azc,, though a 
Gentile, an- /ſomael (after the fleſh ere 
thou didit come ; do nor ſtand off then 
higling, dodging, delaying , excuſing 
thy ſelf, and pleading againſt a Saviour. 
Do not cry, Yet a little while, a little 
ſlumber a little ſleep, when Jeſus Chriſt 
callsthee; canſt.thou come roo ſoon out 
of ſinne, death, and confufton ? Is it 
better to be under wrath, then to be 
delivered from it > doſt thou chuſe a wilde 
wilderneſſe, before a bleſled Paradiſe ? 
Is it better tobe in the market-place of 
the world , and of chine own keart idle, 
and aftamiſht,then be in Spiritual and hea- 
venly places feeding, fealting and ſatished? 
will itcontent thee better to be a wilde 
1/amael afces the fleſh, then to be a dear 
childe of God after the Spirit ? Oh con- 
ſider the truth of thy Spiritual ſtate,whilſt 


 thouart an /Þmael/! here is nothing but 


fleſh, and finne, and ſhame, . and puaiſh- 
ment: is it any ,Priviledge ? is it an 
thing lefle, or better then hell ir ſelfto be 
the ſervant of finne? Oh hear what 
Chriſt ſayes to ſuch a ſoul / he layes down 
before thee two notable things ; 

3, He proves that-ſuch a one , ſuch an 
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| yant ſtayes only for the time he is bired,; 
'F and 


tinbelieving ſoul, is the ſervane of fin , 
and that by his commutcing or doing of 
finne. He that commits fin { whoſoever 
he be, what priviledges ſoever he harb) 
he is ſinnes ſervant(asmuch as if he ſhould 
ſay , he is the veryeſt vaſſall in the 
world - heis ufider the worſt Lord, the 
oreateſt Tyrant, and thetefore he is che 
baſeſt ſlave, . 


2, He goes on then, and proclaims Yerſ:35; 


kis doome : a ſervant, ( ſuch a ſervant, 
ſuch a ſinner, ſuch a docr of fin ) abides 
not in the honſe for-ever : a ſon does, for 
he is an 1/aac,but a ſervant does not, for he 
is an 1Þmacl, But may not an 1/omact 
abide in the houſe 2No,(ſayes Chriſt ) he 
is a ſervant, .No ; (ſaycs the Apoſtle) he 
is the ſonne of che bond-woman ; and 
whac ſaith the Scripture > Caſt our the 
bond-woman with her ſonne; for the 
ſonne of rhe bond-woman' ſhall not be 


heire with the ſonne of the free-woman, Gal.4, 39; 


The ſervant muſt not inherit, he is -no 
heice,(fayes Chriſt ) caſt him ont : Jeſus 
Chriſt grants this, that the fervant may 
be in the family in ſome ſenſe ; bur he de- 
nies him 

r, His abiding in the family ; The fer- 
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and then he is gone. | 

2. Hedenyes bim filial uſage: he ſhall 

not be uſed *as a ſonne,whileſt he is there: 

ke (hall not have that love, reſpeR, fami- 

liarity , freedome, as the ſonne hath in 
the family. j 

3. He denyes the ſervant an inheritance 

with che childe.: he ſhall not be a coheir 

A with ſuch a one. Now put, all theſe to« 

gether , and Jeſus Chriſt ſeemes to ſpeak 

thus to theſe (ſinful and (laviſh ſervants 

( and to every unbeliever in them) you 

may ( though you be but ſervants ) ſeem 

to be planted in the family of my fa- 

ther ; but you ſhall have xhis. credic byt a 

while : you may feed much carnally upon 

your outward priviledges ; bur you have 

not the love of Godin you. You have 

no ſuch experiencies ofmy love, or im- 

preſiions of my free-grace, or ſhinings of 

my countenance upon your ſouls, as my 

childran haye. You finne againſt me, 

and as Jong as you provoke the Maſtet 

' you may well expe or fear his wrath;yob 

; thall have no inheritance , who are: bat 

Taturall/-gelires,under fpiritual bondage, 

with thoſe who are Spititual [/raelites, 

brought, out of bondage. This doome 

. Our Saviour-holds forth to {uch pooxe 

"0 ; *" creek 
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creatures'as ye arezthat as you now caſt off 
God; and ſhew your ſelves to be ſervanits 
:: F of ſin,ſo the time will come, when God 
* | will caſt off you; andi-be aflured that 
n F* there ſhalt :be no abiding for. any foub 

n this- family, in» whom the word 'of 
© FF God abides not, Truſt not (ſayes Chriſt) 
ir myour priviledges,boaſt not that youare 
* | of Gods family , this (in a ſenſe) I can 
KY granttoyon: only this I fay , you /are 
i only ſo-in bis family ,' as mae! wasin 
uy Abrahams :  This1s the moſt, this is:the 
my beſt; that can be-mide: of your conditi- 
a- } on: a poore happinefſe(the Lord knows: 
18 What did /omac! gain? what advantage 
ons was ittohim., whenhe muſt not abide 
Ve there> was it- any joy or blifſe to have 
VEE this doome put in execution , Caſt:out 
mM-F the bond-woman with her ſonne ? Nay; 
of whar miſery was not - coucht-10 ;this; 
m7 wherein he is denyed all that fellowſhip; 
Ic and heirſhip, a childe. may challenge; 
tay and ſhall never be denyed ir? butto: art 
YOU 7/Oamact it ſhall never be granted: he 
vity abode not in the houſe; and you ſhall 
gf not ( fayes Chriſt.) QOht'was a rouſing. 
4} an awaking voice, for: Jeſns Chriſt to 
ancy come and tell chem , that they ſhopld 
ouch be caſt out , that their. miſery and' des. 
rey... , F 2 KruRic 
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ſtruXion was comming, and that there 
would be a quick diſpatch of all mercies, 
comforts,” priviledges, they ſo much 
boaſted in. Therefore ye fooliſh ſouls, 
delade not your ſelves,let not vainc hopes 
fatter you; be not carried away with 
the ſtrength of deceivableneſle , that is 
in you. You. haye no abiding, (fayts 
Chriſt) he means not here below , who 
hath any continuing City here ? but no 
abiding in the enjoyment of any good, 
no abiding in priviledges or comforts, 

| _ either here or hereafter: the Saints (as 

_ 7 they expeR) ſo rhey have av abiding City 

b —_ to come though they be as ſtrangers here ; 

herex6ary bat where is your abiding ſayes Chriſt to 

#povory theſe, have you any , declare it if you 

but thty can? where is the mercy that ſhall nor 

oe ores Be cat off from your mouth > where is 

"ud excec- that-piece of the world , which is not 

tations paſſing away out of your hands ? the ſer* 

>» #>- narit abides notin the houſe , this I pro- 
aovozy feſſe as the Maſter of this family , and 
| what will ye do when you be caſt our, 
as wicked ſervants > Oh that this voice 
might fink into the heart of unbelievers ! 
that as (ia, their fin hath reached heaven 
itſelfe in provocation ; So this call might 
reach into the conſiehce of theſe for their 
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converſion ; that theſcevil ſervantt may at 
laſt come and lay themſelves down at the 
feet of Chriſt, and ſay, Fe/# maſter ,bave 
mercy on  ; pitty poore I/ſbmaels who 
have no abiding in thy family , that we 
may not be caſt out as loathed perſo 
thy hand of juſtice ) into utter deſtruci- 
on. Lord,we are borne (after the fleſh,) 
and ſoundone, bear ns again ( after thy 
Spirit ) and fo fave us. Lord, whither 
ſhall we go but to thy ſelf? art not thou 
that great ſteward of thy Father? doſt 
not thou diſpoſe of 'all the bleſſings thy 
family is enricht and bleſt with? art not 
thou the heir and giver of all , as well as 
an head over all?Lord, I would have 
ſomewhat to abide with me, give meof 
thine Inheritance, and that will . Lord, 
I would have ſomewhat to make to be, 
and to abide in thee, unite my heart to 
thee, and then I ſball , What will it avail 
me to have any thing , and yet not have 
thee> to bein thy family(in ſhew, in pro- 

feſſion, in the preſumption of mine 
own heart,) and yet to be an 1/ſomaet 
there > Oh let me be of the right ſeed 

n childe,an adopted ſonne,an heir,an heir 

of God, a coheir with Jeſas Chriſt , and 

then what can  difinherit me 2 Lord, do 

E$  - _ 
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| not ſuffer a fooliſhheart to'leadime, then || f; 
I i(halt be alwayes in bondage , and  C 

not. know I am, yea preſumeI amnot+j v 

n 

it 

W 


but do thou O Chriſt lead me, then 1 
ſhall be free, and know I am ſo indeed, 
though Satan fay 1 am not. Lord, how 
ſhalt I do to loſe all mercy,totake my 
(fare-well ) of that, Icannot live with-w 
ont > Oh how bitter , how dark;; how kt 
inſufferable a day, a time will char be ſec 
when'Chriſt himſelf ſhall ſay unto me, ſth 
Caft out this bond-ſervant, he ſhall not 
inheric, the bleſſing is not ” his: ler him] m 
'g0, Caſt him our like an Iſomael as he is, 
for he ſhall have: no portion. with*theſ]| th 
children of the free-woman. Oh: (me-Þj tt 
thinks) here is enough to melt: an unbe-f V 
liever intotears! what after a)l this doſt a: 
thoucheriſh a ſenſeleſie,a ftubborne heart? bi 
witt thou ſtill hold faſt thy unbelief > ſhall] d 
it. die: with thee rather then die in thee P« 
teltime, what wilt. thou do with it > wilt] Ju 
thow:goto the grave, andto judgement bi 
with it > Oh tremble at lucha ebought | | At 
Think. with thy icif, how . fad: t'is, tharſ| © 
there ſhould be ſuch an evil hart in thee, 
{o- evil againſt God, fo evill againſt thy ff 
felf ; is it nothing; to'be a ſelf-damner ? i ti 
no; tha the mouth of a Saviour, which 

. f .. ſayes, | 
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en | ayes, He that believer not, ſhall be damned ? Mara16.16+ - 
nd 3 Or will not his own hand make this 
tt: word' of his good ? do not fay, I will 
| If make-as good ſhift as I can - If I be 
0, in ſuch a ſad caſe I muſt' bear it, the 
w [| worſt will be mine own. 

ny Yea,but poorecreature,doſt thou know 
heEwhat will be the worſt > doſt thou 
w[lknow where thy miſery will be bound- 
e ed > will finde bottome or end? beſides,. 
ie, thou talkeſt of ſhifting : poore ſhifting, R&-6-16, 
ot whenthou ſhalt cry ro the rocks, Hide 

im] me, and co mountains, Fall on me, Oh 

is, minde ir, ere chou art putto it : and ra- 

hel ther ſay, Who is able to abide the wrath of 

ne-jf| the lambe ? when. the great day of his yer 17. 
de- Wrath comes, who hath power ſo much 
off asto ſtand, or withſtand > thoſe ſinners 
rt? brag not there ( what ever- they had 
all done before) of a prevailing or refiſting 
-e> power that was in them againſt the 
zilcf juſt and wrathful hand of Jeſus Chrilt; 
>nt but they conclude upon cheic own faith, 
it | and of the greateſt miſery that was in- 
narſi Evitably comming upon them : they ſee 
ce, and feel rhe wrath of the Lambe to be 
hy ſuc a weight and burden of puniſhment, 
Is|| © at chey deem the weight of the mount- 
| ins to be nothing to it ; and how det+ 
F 4 - perate 
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perate is the caſe of ſuth a ſoule, when 


it makes choice of that which is no lefſe 
then cruſhing to him, to. avoid that 
which is comming on him? when it 
would be reckoned as a favour (if grant- 
ted) and a great earneſt and bitter cry 
is made after that which can bring no- 
thing lefle when it comes, then death 
and deſtruftion, Oh lift up thine eyes 
poor ſoul! here be no fields white to 
the harveſt, but here are ſoules plunged 
in the blaknefſe and darknefle. of judge» 
ment, Thoſe muſt needs be fearfull 
toſſings , which put ſouls upon the deſ- 
perate choiſe of ſuffering ſhipwrack : 
wile thou not rather chooſe life now, 
then death then> wilt thou adventure 
thus? Is it not much better to chooſe 
Chriſt, then cruſhing and ruine ? Is it 
not much better for thee to have a rock 
of Salvation to ſtand on above all waves, 
and to glory in a midſt all tryals, then 
for thee to deſire rocks and mountaines 
to fall on thee, to cover thee and grinde 
thee to powder? Oh be wiſe, and kifle 
the Son, leſt his anger be kindled ; then 
who can ſtand, or who can dwell in 
thoſe devouring flames, in thoſe everla{t- 
ing burnings> Oh I beſeech thee (if 
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thou art an 7/mae/ ) lay to heart theſe 
few chings, conſiderable in thy condi- 
jat Þ tion. | 

icfl 1. What everthou mayeſt ſeem to be Heb-12. g 
it- | by profeſſion ; or think thou arthn thine !99i5 
ry & own deceitful ſpirit ; thou art (in the ac- rue , 
0- count of God) a baſtard and no ſon: * Py 
ch | thou art a baſe-borne creature, born after 
res the fleſh : a ſonne of the old,corrupt and 

ro fallen 44,w,whoſe image thou beareſt:an 
ed} image that hath no glory init : Ir is as ' 
ve» empty of + beauty , as itis of duty, A 
ull childe of diſo>edience, is a deformed 
eſ-£ childe: a childe in blood,a loathſome per- 
k :| ſon, and moſt abominable. Suppoſe thou 
wh bad{tall that which noblenefle of birth, 
arch} or greatneſfle of eſtate, or exceilency of 
ole] natura) parts could bring to thee ; yer 
; it thou haſt no comlineſſe no beauty if it 
xckF be not given and put upon thee by the 
es, hand of Jeſus Chriſt ; and whar will God 
en ſay better of chee then he ſaid ſometimes 
nes} of that ungodly great one, Thou art'a 
def deſpiſed broken Idol, a veflel wherein 
(ef. is no pleaſure : how can God delight in 
enf thy heart, when thy heart Joaths him, 
inf and thou loveſt it > Or what pleaſure can 
he take in tables of ſtone ( which were 
under the Law ) when he takes no plea- 
|  * _— 


Jer.22.28, 


Phl 15.4. 
Ll 


Dan10.11, 


Cant.2.14 
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ſare inthoſe ſacrifices?be aſſvred,God hath . 
as low thoughts of ſach- a foole as thou. 


art,and that moſt deſeryedly ; as thou haſt 


- of God and his wayes,: moſt groundleſly 


and finfully, IF a Saint; ( by the bleſſed 
image and living principles of Jeſus Chriſt 
within him) can contemne a vile perſon 


what does Telus Chriſt himſelf do leflc- 


then deſpiſe the ſcorner, and laugh at 
thoſe. proud undbelieving /ſ>macls of 
the world, who- trample him under 
feet > | 

2. God never yet received the unbe- 
lieving and carnal /ſbmae/, with a bo- 
ſome-receit,as an adopted childe of his. He 
hath not ſent- thee any intimation, any 
one word to fignifie ſuch a thing unto 
thee - a wicked man is no more told of 
his Spiritual birth, then Abraham was 
of Jſhmaels natural birth: where, or 
when did the Father ſay to thee, Thou 
art one that he loves, a man of deſires 
in the eye of God ( as God iſpake ſome- 
times of Danie/?) when did the Spirit of 
God draw thy heart within his coores, 
into his family, into the ſecret places 
of the ſtares, orthe clefts of the rock, 
into the armes,wounds,boſome of a Savi- 
our? did the Father ever work upon thee, 


draw 
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UYraw thee to come? did he kifle thee, 

cloath thee, feaſt thee, rejoyce -in- thee x uk, 5, 
and over thee, welcoming thy returne 20,232,223. 
with the greateſt mirth, ( as he did 

the Prodigal?) And if theu arr not 

received in , what is thy ſtate? art thou 

not without? art thou not in the wide . 
field, in the deſolate wildernefle, 
where - there is neither paſture , . nor 
ſhelcer, nor ſuccour, nor comfort, nor 
honour. Oh what can be found, ( that 
is either light, life, or eaſe out of the 
love of God? Our of this ſunſhine 
there is nothing but darknefſe : Out of 
this \weet, nought but , bitterneſle :. Out 
of this, there is nothing but Empti- 
nelle, vanity and vexation of Spirit, 
Oh this is the govd! when the fathers 
armes, and the Sonnes armes are; both 
reacht forth in a glorious way of free 
grace,to give the ſoul a ſaving reſcue our 
of the hands of theſe Sodomires, to pull 
it in from them within the Fathers 
doores, and give it. a bleſſed and em- Rom,15e; 
bracing welcome there, Tell me, crea- 7: 

tures ( it may be) receive thee ; thou 

art welcome to thy friends, thou art of 

ſome note and credit amongſt thy ac. 
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food lookes, good words, and aRions 
too: Yet I muſt ſay to thee(asChriſt to the 
young man) One thing thou lackeſt,and 

this one thing is all : thou artnot upright, 

not perfe&,not in'ſtate either for duty,or 

= for Comfort unleſſe Chriſt have wrbught, 
4p upon thee,unleſſe he hath drawn, and thou 

by comeſt;unlefle thou comeſt,and he receive 

thee. O what ſoul can be more loſt, more 

undone then he that hath not a Saviour to 

find him, a Saviour to make him & bring. 

- ſalvation to him ? 

Thirdly, thou art no heir of God, of 
promiſe, ( I am ſure} 1/omael was not 
Abrahams heir , no more art thou in+ 
terefled in the inheritance of the Saints , 
The children of the fleſh ( ſayes the A- 
poſtle ) are not the children of (od : 
But the children of the Promiſe are 

Rom.g.8 counted for the ſeed. Now an unbe- 
liever is a childe of the fleſh, he is born 
of the fleſh, he is in the fleſh,and he walks 
after the fleſh: fach a one then is ex- 

Rom.8,r. cluded by the Apoſtle, he is not one a- 

amongſt the number , which are count- 
ed for the ſeed ; So. that as the typical | © 
land, the outward Canaaz was not pro-. | 
miſed to an I/>mael, but to an Iſaac : 
che'ſced muſt be called in an I/aac,and to 
an 
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| at J/aac is the promiſe made :- $0' tis 
e 8 here, Where then is an unbelievers claime? 
d | where is thy cvidence,thou fooliſh one ? 
t, 8 What haſt chou to ſhew for heaven,for 
| glory > where, in what place of the 
t, | word does the Spirit give in one plea 
u | for thee, or lay any bottome of hope 
© & for thee? in a ſtate of unbelief? Oh 
re © how fad is this, when the word of grace 
o If (in ariy promiſe) reaches not thy ſtate 3 
g. | Suppoſe thou. art as great. in the 

world as 1&mael was (who had twelve 
f | Princes came our of his Joynes,) yethe 
£ | muſt out, and ſomuft thou. What can 
«» | greatneſle, what can profits, what can 
pleaſures, yea all worldly advantages 
do, when divine diſpleaſure 1s in pur- 
ſuit of thee > Oh how dumbe and dead 
will this Rrike thee, when the juſtice 
of God ſayes,I am wronged, bur now [ 
will righe my ſelf: 1 have been. filent 
a great while, but now will I ſpeak; 
now will I ſtrike, condemn, burne,even 
to the loweſt hell. 

Thirdly, ye that are the free-womans 
children, here. is much for you: here 
is a veſlel from heaven with rich lading 
layling towards you. - Bchold and ſee, 
who are the //aacs,, but your ſelves? 
Reap 
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Reap your joy: in the firſt place here is 
much ſeed -ſowen for you , and will 
come! up: it is not. caſt npon' the high 
way , and therefore the fowls ſhall not 
devour irup: nor upon ſtony 'ground, 
and; therefore ic ſhall not. fade : nor 
npon' thornes, and'/therefore it. ſhall nor 
be ' choake : but here is ſeed caſt info, 
ſown upon , and fown for all honeſt 
hearts; unto you itis given to; rejoyce 
take your portion : cheere your ſelyes 
ler your hearts be glad, your: ſpiri 
laugh , your bones flouriſh like an herb, 
and your ſouls be like a watered par 
den , whoſe warers faile not. 

1. Eye this,you are born after the 
Spirit': - born by promiſe : your - new 
birth is by the word of his grace (whe 
is the God of all grace,) thoſe whe 
have the glorious priviledge of ſon-ſhip 
thoſeiof whom the Fathec ſayes, they beſ< 
his ſons: They are born ( ſayes the AJ ® 
poſtle ) -not of -blood, nor of the will 
ofthe fleſh, nor of the will of man 

Joh.1. 12, but"of- God : theſe, and theſe: only 

13, God owns for his: children. Look as 
*cis with noble men in the world , they 
will not ſay of every poor mans child 


or 'baſe-born-creature, that he is nobly 
| de- 
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deſcended: they will not own any thing 

fot Nobiliry , out of cheir own line ; So 

oh ir is with God , he gives the priviledge, 

ot and he calls ſome his ſonnes, but who are 

1d © they? Even ſuch who are Nobly born, 

ff born of God, born of the Spirit : he 

gives not this priviledge to- the whole : 
world of Chriſt-rejecers.; but to thoſe 
few in the world, that are receivers of 
him: and if God be thus choice in 
placivg the priviledge, we need fay no 
more either to prove .t excellent, or to 
rell the Saints what'refreſhings this ſhould 
yield to their Spirits. - - 

2. You ſhall abidein the houſe for 
ever. The ſervant (fayes Chriſt ) abi- 
deth not in the houſe for ever; but the 
fonne does : he 1s. there by right (which : 
free grace hath given him,) he is plant- 19-8: 37 
ed there : he ſhall nor, he cannot be 
MF caſt out , ſince diyine and. Fatherly loye 
hath opened the door to let him in : 
ſince an almighcy power hath made him - 
rake root and planted him, and made him 
free in the family ; there he is, and 
© there he ſhallbe: what God hath done 
A for him, ke hath done it; becauſe he 
would, and he ſhall ſtand for ever : the 
lon (hall'be uſed as a ſonne: there is 
- nag 
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* nocaſting him out: bad he biit Hamans 
. Nanding, you , might make the king 


frown upon him: had he but the hearc of 
man towards him, you might- caſt him 
down ; bue now he is ſure : the place 
is not lippery - he ſtands in: the God 
Cunder whoſe wings he is m_ is no 
changeling : he abides one and the (ame 
for ever. Wicked men may caſt theſe our, 
ſeparate chem from their company - but 
God will receive and own them ſtill: 
Who can ſeparate us from the love of 
Chaiſt 2 'Twas a bold challenge that the 
Saints make. But the God of heaven 
bids them fay ſo - he work them to it; 
he ſets them out of reach;out of harmes- 
way : he lets enemies aſſault them, but 
he gives them the day. Satan and fin ſets 
upon them to make the ſeparation be- 
ewixt God and them ; but they con- 
quer: nay more, they can truly and 
triumphingly ſay, (when the enemy hath 
doneall) We are more then conquer- 
ours through him that loved us : who 
then can caſt them out?> If enemies 
cannot,and God will nor ; if God will be 


with them; abide in them; do for} 


them in all cheir ſtraits, who can undo 


them ? 
* Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,there be no heirs of heaven 
but your ſelves : He that believes ſhall be 
ſaved: he ſpeaks it ,(who faves by his _— 
own blood, and makes' out the higheſt * 
and largeſt diſcoveries of his fathers 
love ) the bleſſed Covenant of free 
grace runs for the giving of the Land 
of Canaan to theſe Iſaacs: not the ty» _ 
pical"Canads but the glorious one: ye Gal. z.laft, 
who are in Chriſt, are the heirs accord- 
ing to Promiſe : ye are the great- 
eſt, the ,nobleſt, the richeſt heirs, that 
bein all che world.” Heirs according to 
promiſe have a true claim to the land of 
promiſe, ' As there be children of pro- 
miſe, aod a land of promiſe : So there 
be heirs of promiſe; and” who are theſe, | 
but the ſeed of Abraham according to = 
the Spirit? And who are the feed of Rev.21,7, 
Abrabam according to the Spirit, bur 
believers > theſe are they, that ſhall ir- 
herit all things: and herein is their glory, 
their inheritance lyes not in things be- 
low, in the worlds nothings, but in 
Gods all things. There is a divine al- 
ſufficiency ,in their portion , as well as 
a bleſf&d erecnity : che ſubſtance of their 
portion, 1s all' things in Chriſt , and 
trom Chriſt , yea Chriſt himſelf is all, 
| Wis. and | 
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and him they (hall inheric, (that is) 
(hall enjoy for eyer. Oh lec this, (inke 
inco your hearts, let it go down asthe 
ſweerelt moriel that ever your ſouls 
taſted. : 

Fourthly,the Son hath made you free : 
free indeed, and that for the preſent too ; 
free with ſuch a freedome, that the Fa- 
thers love deſignes, the Sonnes love ſuf- 
fers for, and the Spirits love gives, and. 
ſheds abroad.inta your hearts : you. are 
free truly , free Spicitually , comfort- 
ably , gloriouſly : others, what are they 
but vaſlals, ſlaves,captives under Satan, 
ſin,vanity ? you are not fo: you are un 
der grace, God, Chriſt: the ſonne 
hath made you free. Oh this is a work 


- of glory, fit for the King of glory to do! 


Oh bow ic becomes [eſus Chriſt , to ſer 
chus at. liberty,and to proclaime this li- 
berty , evento them that are bound , 
and that are broken in hearc? Oh this 
is the great love of Chriſt unto a foul 
thac comes to him { he will not adde af- 
fiction to their bonds (as the way of 
envious {pirits was towards Pax!) nor 
Put ane bond upon another ; but ke 
looſes his Lazarufſes, and lets them go. 
Methinks I heare Chriſt ſpeaking to on 

> 503g a ſoul, 
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4 ſon},as Nabuzaradas (the chief ſteward 

of the king of Baby/on) ſometimes ſpake 

to feremiah, Now behold. I looſe thee this. 

day from the chains which are on thy 

hands : If it pleaſe thee to come with 

me inro Babel, come, I will look well 

: to thee': but if it pleaſe thee not to cortie Y 

4, with me, &c. tarry ſtill : Behold, all the 1-494 

- B- land is before thee : whither it ſcemerh -- 

d good , and convenient for thee to go, 

© thither go: $0 fayes Jeſus Chriſt toa be 

" B licver, Behold, I have looſed thee from 

sY EB thy bonds, come with me,I will look well 

> tothee: my whole kingdome*is before 

thee : that way which is good , conve- 

FF nient, meet, that way go: whatſoever 

k things are honeſt, pure, juſt , lovely, of 

1 900d report, think on theſe things, fol- _.. | 

SF low after theſe,and the God of peace will EIOl ; 

-Y be with thee. Thou ſhalt walk up and that foot. < 
down in my name : thou ſhalt walk lafe- & the - © 

ly, ſurely, comfortably, as well as uÞright- Lord,chc- 

ly : whoishe that ſhall harme rhee (1 9s ſou - 

know who will bleſſe chec ) if thou fol- 6, 

ff} tow that which is good > Oh they | be {a6 

"| ſweet incouragements | Ohthey they be 2D F 

ic the blefſed droppingsof the honey-combes i? 277 _: 
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| His month is molt ſweer : he isatrogetber : 


Wy lovely. 
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84 The Goſpel-1ſaac, 0? 
I lovely. - Oh how well is it with a ſoul, 
| when all ſinful chaines and carnal fetrers 
X | are knockt off, ſo that there is not a chain 
left , unlefle it be for the hope of 1/rae, 
unlefle it be a chain of another nature : 
| a chain not of (inne, but of ſuffering; a 
©; chain, thar he may glory in , but ſhall ne- 
" ver be confounded by? Oh methinks 
Saints ſhould mightily rejoyce in this |! 
They are free-barn: they pay tributeto 
none in their coſciences, but roJeſusChriſt- 
ws they cal none Maſterbut him:none Father 
but him:Eſpecially ſince this freedom was 
obtained with a great ſumme , with yalt 
expenſe, with .that which was, and is 
| moſt precious , with the invaluable blood 
: of Jclus Chriſt. - Marke | how - the chief 
Governour ſpeaks to Paxl,( pleading the 
priviledge of a Roman) I obtained this 
4 22-28 freedome with a great ſumme, ( ſaid he ) 
| yea but (layes Part) I was free-born, The 
Roman freedome was a mighty thing, a 
thing of price-in this Commanders eye : 
and what heighrned ir ſo to him ? Why, it 
colt him dear. Conſider then (ye beloved 
ones of God) what did your freedome 
| coſt Jeſys Chrift > A great ſumme indeed: 
% aCor6.z0 4 Price, ( ſayes Paul) the precious blood 
E- of Jeſus Chriſt, ( ſayes Peter ) as a lambe 
IJ | | wi: hout 
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without ſpot or blemiſh.: now according I's, 
tothe worth of the lambe, according to'its ,g,19, 


purity-and perfeRion, ſo was the blood ; 
therefore if Jeſus Chriſt were ſo pore,ſpot- 
lefle, and perfet ; Oh how excelling and 
invaluable was his blood whereby you are 
redeemed > The Apoſtle in this caſe makes 
nothing of ſilver and gold, or any corrup- 
tible thing : he layes them afide as droſle 
and vanity in this buſineſte of redeeming ; 
he mentions them as things of no worth in 
compariſon of this blood of Chriſt: Ye were 
not bought (ſayes he) with theſe things; 
as if he ſhould have ſaid, Theſe things, what 
be they ? what could they do in redeeming 
of you? theſe things would never have fa- 
tistied Gods juſtice, nor diſcharged, your 
debt, nor commended Gods loye in re- 
deeming you. If Jeſus Chriſt had gathered 
all the precious things out of all the trea- 
ſures of the earth and ſea, and laid our all 
theſe for your redemption , to buy you off 
from fin and wratb, unto himſelfe for ever: 
how would theſe have bought you, or com- 
mended the love of Chriſt ro you>See then, 
here is more then golden freedome:you are - 
redeemed to it, it is bought foryou at the 
higheſt & greateſt rate : tis nor gold, bur 
that, which is incoparably beter then gold, 

Ga-.' bath 
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hath bought thee into this Relation: of be- (| at 
' ing a ſon of the free-woman : with a great | fi 
ſumme (may Chriſt ſay to thy ſoul ) I ob- 8 y 
tained this freedome for thee : Lo here, © 
Behold,my hands, my feet, my fide!lo here I is 
is the price, my bloody ſweats, my wounds, i y 
my death - I bare thy ſins : I was ſmitten I y 
rormented , crucified , and all to ſet thee if ©! 
free: be asking chen thy ſelf thus, How I 1 
comes it to paſſe that Iam the ſon of the I {1 
free-woman? was I borne ſo? or havel I '' 
| bought it with my money ? or, is this the 
i fruic of mine own will ? na, no, whatever 
| is bora of the fleſh, is fleſh: 'tis no better, 
and it cannot be worſe: *Tis the man (even þ 
Jeſus) thathath made me whole : he(zs my 
ſurety ) hath paid my ranſome,and brought 
me out of wrach and flayery : by his blood 
Tam waſht, Tam freed, and by his lighe 
and power am I led to fee it, Oh rejoyce 
inthe Lord, ye righteous, ye who were 
ſometimes darkneſſez fomerimes laves ; 
ſometimes captives: now ye are light : now 
ye are free : now ye reign: now ye are ſet 
down with Jeſus Chriſt inheavenly things 
' and places; where you view; where you 
feed ; where you rejoyce; and where you 
bleſſe your felves inche God of the whole 
earth,- Oh then- rejoyce, ye holy ones, in 
oth ; | ny 
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any thraldome,diſtrefſe or ſufferings for Je- 
ſus Chriſt : whileſt che world is binding of 


yon, cry, youare free-borne , uncondemn- 


ed, nay juſtified perſons, unto whom thete 
is no condemnation. If the world mock 
you , if they flout and jecre you becauſe of 
your faith, your grace, your Saviour : Tell 
the world you are children of the free-wo- 
man, you are /ſaacs, you arc heirs, you 
ſhall never be turned out of doorcs, nor be 
in ſlavery within:whileſt flonting /Amae/ner 
are ſhut up, impriſoned and enſlaved by 
their own luſts; 'and ſhall receive their 


\doome, be turned our, and caſt-into outer 


darkneſſe. 

Secondly, believers,ſtick to your claimes, 
toall your intereſts of heaven : be. not ig- 
norant of any of them ; ſell none of theje 
rights; run not from them : Negle@&none, 
bur make out afteran improvement of 
them all; Let there not be a prophane Elau 
amongſt you(who for a trifle of the world, 
makes away his birth-right ;) therefore 1. 
See what the Spiric calls you to ; what 1s 
the hope of your calling, 2. How you 
ſhould plead your clajme, 

I, See that jnfinite grace and favour of 
God towards you, that incomprehentible 
love ke had to you from all eternity, that 
G 4 loye 
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love which (before the worlds were ) poſ- 
ſeſt the very heart of God, and. God him- 
ſelfe delighting that it ſhould do ſo : there- 
DP fore we heare him ſaying, that he is love; 
8. Verſ, yea 10 working 1n the hearts of his people, 
: that they can ſay, We have known and be- 
lieved the love that God hath tous, orin 
us. God is love, this we know (lay they ) 
and this we believe: Marke how believers 
eyesare opencd to ſee theirclaime to God, 
as heis loveand fo reyealed to them. If 
he had lookt upon their ſins, he had then 
, made them ſay, God 1s juſtice : but now 
(commending his love to them in Chriſt 
they can ſay,God is love : although this was 
a myſtery hidden from the worldseyes ; yet 
ro them it was gtven to know it, and ſo en- 
joy all true comfort by it : and hence it 
was that they ſpeake as thoſe which were 
verſtin this theme : and ſhew, how both 
their knowledge and faith were bulied up- 
on this ſublime and Spiritual myſterie: 
their knowledge ſcouts out, ſearches and in» 
: quires , what mavner of love the Father 
- Epb.3.18, loved them withal ; when, where, how, be 
” 19 expreſſed this love ; what was the length, 
| breacth, heighth and depth of*this love: 
they found it indeed paſt knowledge ; and 
 ſocopldnotreachit; but withal they = 
an 
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and taſted it to be fo ſweet, precious and 

glorious,that they could not forgo it , that 
they could not but ſee the greateſt joy in 
it. Ch then ſee what divine love is /-1ay, 
'tis thy ſiſter; call it ſo (as Solomon would 
have us to deal with wildome ) be familiar 
with it: keep it alive in thy thoughts,whileſt 
thy own corrupt heart would have ſuch a 
conſideration buried : be more acquainted 
with this Fatherly love: Go forward inap- 
prehenſiveneſſe this way : Long to have the 
Spirit of love more clearly ro make out the 
love of God umo thee, It ſeemes by Panls 
ſpeech,thar all the Saints did preſs earneſtly 
after this (and'cwas even all they preſt at- 
cer) even to apprehend and comprehend 
the love of God in Chriſt towards them : 
therefore he ſhews them it was his defigne 
in his prayer for them,that they might come 
to aclear, particular & ful knowledge of this 
love: he knew well, that chis was the defire, 


| workand drift of holy ones : not of the 


world.; Alas,it is an utter enemy;and there- 
fore much more a ſtranger to the love of 
God, andthe bleſled knowledge of.ir. 
This is work for Saints, and well it becomes 
them too ; this knowledge is to0 high and 
wonderful tor man (gf himſelf) to reach af- 
cer or reach.untoz but ſuch whole principles 
ur 
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ſuic with'ſach an objeR, let them bave a full 5 
imploymenc here: ſer thy. ſelf to know. | 


then , {weetly and Spiritually co diſcerne * 
what the love of thy Father is( which is the 


bleſſed originall or head-ſpring of all thy 


ſpiritual freedome. Do in this caſe, as the ! 


men ofthe world do : they look mainly at 
che outward thing itfelfe,they have a litcle 
ro0,and an intereſt in: ſuch compaſſe abont 


their eſtaces, and think of what value they - 


be ;what is {uch an <ftate worth? how plea- 
furcable ; how profitable *ris : fo do thou 
conſider what *cis to have God to love thee, 
to have Chriſt ro die for thee,8&c. this was 


the way oi the ſpouſe, or elſe ſhe could nor - 


have taſted that ſweetnefle in the love of 
Jefus Chriſt to her, ſo as to have proclaimed 
rhis experimentally, T hy love is better then 
wine. And again, We will be glad; and re- 


Joyce in thee - we will remember thy love | 


more then wine. Why ſo? Becauſe there was 
more excellencies , better raiſfings, greater 
refreſhings in the love of God , then' could 
ever be found in all creatures - ſhe conli- 
dered , the taſted, therefore ſhe thus ſpeaks 
of the love of God unto her : : Go thou and 
do likewiſe, and herein contemplate ; caſt 
thine eye 

31. Upon the Eternity of this love, 'Tis 


love 
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end, 'tisfrom everlaſting to everlaſting.” Tis 
compleatly eternal. It hath neither be- 
ginning nor end of dayes, as: I may fo 
ſpeak. | 

2. Upon the unchangeableneſle of the 
love. It doth not only laſt , but it laſts ; 
one and the ſame. Like as Chrilt himſelf . =} 
(who is the author of all grace,and in whoſe 
breaſt this bleſſed love doth lodge ) is te- 
ſtified by believers to be one andtheſame, 
yeſterday, to day and. for ever ; he failes 
not : So is it withhis love , 'for he is; 2. 
love. ſtill, * 

3. Upon the fulnefle of this love of 
God in Chriſt, Ir is a love to adoption ; a 
love that ſends forth the Spirit of loye in- 
tothe hearts of Saints, whereby they cry Gal.4-6. 
Abba, Father. | 

4 Eye the freenefle of this love, Does it 
not love , and breath,and move, and at 1 
where it hſts (as *tis ſaid of the Spirit 2 ) is 9-38» 2 
it not'a love that paſſes over all unworthi- 
neſſe, and workes againſt all ill-deſeryings ; 
that can ſeize upon a Saxl, a perſecutor, a 
blaſphemer, an injurious Saul ? yer! ſayes ASH18.. ,. 
love) he is one of nfine, he is a choſen & 


MH 


Heb.J13.8. 


it were) in this Paradiſe of, God; deal 
with 
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with this love,as uſually good husbands' do »f, , 
with their grounds : they'le be oft viewing, F , 
and prying into every corner of them. Oh } , 
that now our Spirits were up, and edg'd }- ; 
for and after this worke ! Oh let us ſtand oe : 
uponthis ſea-ſhore, and view ; though we } |, 
are not able ,cither to number theſe lands; Y 
or to fathome theſe mighty waters! Oye 
Saints, make your walks in this divine Ele- F , 
ment of love | Take your pleaſure herein: } 
ſtand, gaze and feed upon the excellencies }J-,, 

| of this love: goto theſe heapes of filver, 
nay of gold, nay of pearles , hug theſe and 
ſay, Lo here are the unſearchable riches of 'F' 
a Poore believer : Theſe are my goods, my 
comforts, my peace, my joy unſpeakable | 1, 
and full of glory : and what could'the Lord 


k 


" ; do more for me, then he hath done > All 
my bones ſhall fay,Who4s like to thee, or I , 

what love 13 like to thine ? b 

Secondly , picad thy claime, as well as 0 

' know what it is thoy haſta claim to. di 


Firſt plead the love of thy Father againſt } £ 
Satan and finne in all conditions,in all ery- {| a; 
als, 22ainſt all doubtings in prayer. Marke || 
what *tis that Chriſt, preſents when he YE 
5 would beger much ednfidence in the hearts | T; 
| Joh 16.27 of hjs dilciples in their praying td. the Fa- 

| ther ; Hecells chem chat che facher himſelf 
lovech 
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Abba; Father,in prayer,for the Father him- 


'{elf{unto whom you pray )heTovyes yon;and 


if he loye you, if his heart be gowards you ; 
he will not deny you either audience or an- 
ſwer : Therefore could the Saints ſay, this 
was their confidence with God or in him, 
that ia all their right askings and ſpirituz] 


* | ſuits according to Iffs will, God was nigh £J0Þ.5. 
"to them; that he would heare, and he 


would grant : now what Jay at the bottom 


of chis confidence, but the Fatherly love of 


God ? they who could, and did fay; God 
was love, and had experience of ir by their 
knowledge,and by their faith ;* Why theſe 
cin ſay, and doſo, that'God will hear us; 
theſe carvcome with the Spiritual boldnefſe 
of the adopted tonnes of God, who did ſee 
by faith, that God was a Father tothem ; 
and by ſceing of this they are able to baniſh 
doubts, and co hold forth a ſufficient plea 
for themſelves, againſt all unworthinefte 
and all unbelicf 1n' rhemſelves : fo that 
when the Spizichad brought them to lay , 
God was love, God was their Father, &c. 
This concluſion would -foon follow, and this 
would be their language, Why then (tiould 
: 6 doubt 2 why then ſhould not we be con- 

ent? 


93. 
> loyeth them : asif he ſhoiald fay, You may 
F well believe in anſwers; you may wellcry, 


Secondly, - 
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Secondly,plead the fulneſſe of thy Fa- 
thers eſtate againſt all wants that lie upon 
thee, Natural I/aac had a rich father; 
Abraham wis aPrince,and a great one even 
in the eyes of,orhers : and God cells us that 
he was heir of the world ( he made him fo 
by promiſe, ). now 1/aache is to inherit all : 
all in the promiſe : all in the outward ſubs 
Kance of Abraham : he was his only ſonne, 
and therefore all was*his : -and a mighty 
eſtate fell to him : & he became pofſefſor of 
all that Abrabam had . Now conlider what 
Golpel-I/aac's are ' born to. Does not} 
God theFather ſay to them,Sonnes,Daugh- 
ters, all are yours ? Youare (as 1/aac was) 
born to inherir all; Pal, Apollo, Cephas, 
are not denyecd to yon : the world, life, 
death, things preſent, things to come , arc 
all yours: Heavenly things, the graces off 
the Spirit, the gifts of Pal, Apollo,Cephas, 
&c, are yours : common mercies ( as theſi 
world) are yours ; The maine thing in the 
world (life icſeif ) thatis yours: that which 
is molt cecrible in che world ( death irfelf) 
that is yours ; What is, what {hall be; whe- 
ther good providenecs,' or crofle provi 
dences, all are yours ; and-you are Chriſts| 
and Chriſt is Gods, Ld; here che richeſt 


grace, tlic greateſt gift (even Chriſt him- 


&if 
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ya. | (elf) is thine-; The things of heavert, The 

on | rhings of the carth they are thine;Sweeteſt 

x: | things, bictereſt chings, what is moſt de+ 

/en © ſirable, what is moſt feareful, 'ris all chine; 

har ff 'cis all for thy uſe, ſervice, benefit, advan- 

fo tage; Every thing (hall pleaſure thee z Ser- 
11: Y peors, ſtings, fiery Scorpions, thy _ heavieſt 
ab croſſes, thy greateſt infirmities , thou ſhalt ; 
ne, have good by. See here, thou needy ſonl ; P 
hy | Bebold,a full fountain, no empty ciſterne, 
r of no broken one that holds no water, no re- 
hat Bfre{bing, bur lets all out as faſt as ic comes; 
nor {Here is a God, allin allro his Chriſt ; Here " 
zph- $13 3 Chriſt, all inall to his members ; Theſe * 
was) $23y fuck tweet , and reap good by every | 
,, ſthing. All bath ſomewhat for that ſoul, 


life, for whom Chriſt bach himſelf, and all his 

areſ{ulineſle for; even death ic ſelf brings its 
s offffifr, its comfort, irs ſweet to a believing . 
phas {oul ; that as Solomon ſaycs,To the hungry ; 


foul , every-bitrer thing is ſweet ; So 'tis 
\ cheſÞ2<rc to a believer, ro one hungry after 
hriſt ; things bicter in themſelves prove 
Iweet to them, by that rime divine love 
Þath ſugared.them, Oh how full muſt the 
ſtate of a Saint needs be, when every. 
thing contributes, and caſts in ſome mites 
-che{c2* 1calt ) into! his treaſury ? How canthat 
Kim oul want, when every thing brings ſome- 
&f : what 


— 
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, What to ſupply ic > when good, and ſo muck 


| God tells me all is mine> Oh that I had 


robe Goſpel-1ſaac, by. 


good comes out of Nazareth( out of crof- 
ſes,out of death itſelf) to them ? Is it any 
wonder to (ce heaven ſhowers fall upon 
them ? when crofles blefle,(chrongh divine 
grace ) What do bleſſings do > When the 
barren Wilderneſle hath ſana, what bath 
the ((an2an of glory for them 2 Oh (me- 
thinks )I heare belicyers ſay (with David) 
The Lord is our ſhepherd , we ſhall not 
want: Iſaac did not, we ſhall not; ou 
ſhepherd hath ir , and we ſhall have it ; can 
we want, which have fulnefle, and fo have 
ir, 2s we ? what ſhall God fay ,All is ours, 
and ſhall we fay., Nothing is ours > Shall 
he ſpeak unto deaf | creatures, when he 
ſpeaks with no language , bur the language 
of life- and love ? ſhall 1 fay,I ſhall never i 
Preyaile againlt ſuch a fin, or I ſhall never 
obtainſuch a ccmfort, ſuch a ſupply,when 


__ & mo 5 Am nt mo Tc _ 


faith ! Oh that 1 could reaſon down my 
proud and evil hearr of unbelicf ! If my 
God faile me, then his grace failes ; his 
faithfulneſle failes ; bis word failes ; Itfen 
God ſay unto meyhc hath all, and yet wilt] w] 
give, menothing , where js his merey then?Jye 
Ifhe ſay be will.give, and give richly to me;ſcar 
and' yet teſerves his love from me , andPþef 
| give 


* . Ty Sy 
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uck} gives nothing , where is bis faithfulneſſe 
of-] then > are not his words vain, then even as - 
any] the winde? But how is this poſſible? ng 
0nf word of Chrſt can paſſe away. Let me 
ine} plead fatther then to raiſe up, my faith ; If 
theY all be not his ro give, why does be ſay, AZ 
athY 4 vine, as given to me by himſelf } and if  — » 
ne-F all be his, and his to give, and his love 
1d) bids me take this all ; what ſhould hinder - 
notY me from raking, from poſlefling all that, 
ous which my God ſo freely gives unto me? Oh 
carl ſince he reſerves not his (all) from me, I 
ave will never put it off from my ſelf ! And 
sf fince Jeſus Chrih ſo invites me co his ful- 
ally neſſe, | will never go by his doore; and pine 
heſſ for want. Chriſtians, ſtand not upon the 
acely vaine conceits, or proud fooleries hatche 
vet in your own deceitful hearts; which ſtave 
ver you oft from the fulnefle of a Saviour. 
neng Sometimes you are not ſenſible how you 
had need ir ; ſometimes you are to0 unworthy 
my in (your own eyes) co.enjoy it ; and ſome» 
my} times you caſt dampes upon all the incomes 
his} of coinforcs. you have by ir, when ye: doi 
enjoy it+ You rejoyce not as you ought, 
when ye are ſupplycd :- ye truſt got, as 
en?yeſhould; that ye might be ſupplyed : ye 
me;ycannot ſometimes tell kow to judge it the 
andÞbeſt courſe for the preſent, to let thankful 
ive G neſfe 
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neſſe and love, faith and duty plead with 
your God for ſupplies : either the ſtop 
lies here, your wancs be too many : or 
elſe it will be tro no purpoſe to believe after 
ſuch long waitjng , and ſo much prayer, But 
tell me,is God rich enough? and is he rich 
enough in mercy ? then allis well ; He will 
be rich in mercy,and that to all that call np- 
on him, There is not a bcliever,but he calls 
upon God : there is not one that calls up« 
on God, but he ſhall experiment the riches 
of his free grace. eAbraham had bur one 
1/aacto be his heire; and God hath none - 
but his //aac*s to beſtow all his unſearch-Y 
able riches upon. Rebecca when ſhe was 
married to 1/aac, the heire of eAbraham 
ſhe had enough of the world then : eAbra ; 
hams wealth was [faacs by nature : 1ſaac' i} | 
hers by marriage : She might well ſay | 
c 
i 


My busband hath ic, and therefore I ſhall: 
- Aslong as he hath abundance, I ſhall not 
want : And may not a ſoul married t( 
Chriſt plead thus, My husband hath ic : my 
head is full,and that both of grace and 
truth , and ſhall I want? He hath where 
withal, Who hath the fulneſſe of the Gid- 

head dwelling in bim, and ſhall not I havq « 
wherewithal, who am united to this fuly jj; 
nefſe? Plead thus, ye members of Chrilty 6, 


— 


. 
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you are 1/aaz's,' you ſhall not want, no; 
not the bleſſing of Abraham; the greateſt, 
the choiſeſt bleflings which Jeſus Chriſt 
bath to give unto any poore ſoul, they ate 
CY yours : yours, by the ſureſt ties ; yours in 
h BY the fulleſt way , and inthe beſt ſeaſon. ; 
ll Thirdly, plead for thy liberty, thou be= - + .2 
PE lieving ſoul. Standfaſt ( fayes the Apoſtle '» 
Is in the very next words)in the liberty gwbere- Gal. 5.t, 
Pl ith Chriſt hath made you free, He that 
© hath bought your freedome, would have 
nel you uſe your freedome ; loſe itnot, neg- 
ney let itnot : Tt coſt him dear; let ic be the 
ch- pearl in- thine eyes, and precious to - 
vu Spirit. Be quick in hearing Jeſus Chri 
” F calling thee to his liberty; and ſtand faſt 
ray init: you are //aac s, you have a Magna 
«c'f Chartareachttoyon from heaven, by the 
ay. hand of Jcfus Chriſt ; Your charter is ex- 
all'Y ceeding large, holy, and glorious: plead 

nog it fully againkt all mcroachers , againſt all 
| to oppreſfors of your ſoales: i. Plead your 

my bicrhrighe agaioft all intangiements. 2, 

and Againſt all difcouragements., 3. Againſt all 
ery atlurements. 4. Againſt all feares. 
Gol 1, Phead that you are Goſpel-1ſaac's a- 
bavJ oainſt altintanglements. Awake, ſtand up 
5 FUlJ like men; yea like Saints, renewed by the - 
irilt Spirit, againſt any yoke of bondage, whe- 4 

mn -, H 2 thee =o] 
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| ther fromthe law of works, or from the 
law of the members, or from Antichriſt 
without, who is the lawleſſe one. Say ye, 
what have weto do with ceremonies, with 
ſhadows and carnal ordinances? Is it fit 
{ for qQur palates to: taſte, or our hands to 
-C6l.2, 21, ouch orhandle them > arc we not free- 
PF born 7/aac's ? ſhall wwe be ſervants to our 
own righteouſneſle, ro men, or to. the 
times in tne wayes of the world 2 Shall we , 
be carnel,and walk as men, when we ſhould 
be /piritxal, and follow Fefus Chriſt > Shall 
we fell our mindes to grofle darknefle, 
when we ſhould both be,, and walk in the 
light > Is it not beter to be faighful ſervants 
to Jefus Chriſt, co pleaſe bim ; then baſe 
ſlaves co our own vile affc&ions, to pleaſe 
the world 2 Shall- we put our neck under 
any yoke, but that of. Chrilts > no, no, we 
muſt do that which becomes the (3of- 
pel, which we profeſſe; the experiences of 
his love, which we taſte; and the blefled 
claims God and our Father gives out unto 
us. We arethoſe that are dead with Chrilt 
from the rudiments of the. world, how 
then (hall we live in. them ? It will not 
{tand with our principles, with our ſtate, 
- with our light, with our life : Weare fo 
alive, that we are dead. to theſe things; 
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and ſo dead , that we are dead with him. 
Now doesChriſt fit free from theſe worldly 
rudiments? Ts he above them , fo mult we 
be roo > Shall we do thar which Chriſtis 
dead too, and our ſelves dead too, with 
and in Jefas Chriſt > Do we not know,thac 
what 'tOmatids or dofrines come from rhe 
will and laſts of nan, theſe ſhall all periſh, 
and are we not free from periſhing things? 


liberty x liberty in a large extent z not 
only from a mans own ſpirit, but from the 
ſpirit of the world roo, Reaſon it out, ye 


Saints, and loath the lukewarme way of 
the wotld , who make any thing to be Re- 2Cor.z.iy 


ligion, to be liberty, that humane pbwer 
ſers up; any coine to be good, which hath 
but the imape of Ceſar upon it. The moſt of 
men are alive to no commandments, bur 
to the commandments of men : they have 
affeQions for ho doArines, for no wayes, 
but thoſe of men, like the Phariſees zeal, 
_—_ itſelf upon the obſervance of 
the doftrines and, traditions of men : But 
there is another Spirit in you, the Spirit 
of the moſt-high , rhe Spirit of love,power, 
and of a ſound minde. Ye-bave received it, 
ſhew it yeholy ones : What though ye are 
rewarded by the world with the namesof 


H 3 Schif- 


&* 
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Verſz2, 
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Schiſmaticks, SeQaries, Separatiſts ( what 
they pleaſe?) regard it not + do, ye ſhew 
forth Chriſt : Keep your conſciences clear 
and yoide of offenſe ; walk in the light 
_— head,rhe ſun of righteowſneſſe : Keep 
off from all ſpiritual incanglements : Let 
all ſnares, that be Jaid for you, be in vaine; 
and all reproaches for Chriſt be caſie to 
you; You cannot be J1/aac's but you muſt 
look to be mockt, as long as there 1s an 
Iſmael left in the world. Confider with 
your ſelyes, is ic not much better for a 
believer to be perſecuted, becauſe he would 
not be entangled, then to entangle himlelf, 
becauſe he would not þe perſecuted 2 Oh 
ſtand faſt then ; Buckle not to any yoke 
but Chxiſts : thou art upon a ſure bot» 
tome - thou haſt ſure mercies to enjoy, 
and a ſure word to guid e;Oh give not place 
to the adverſary, no not for one hour , that 
thy glorious liberty may appear : Look 
ypon it as procured for thee by Jcius Chriſt: 
ic is this liberty and this alone - wherewith 
Chriſt hath made thee free; that the Spirit 
would have thee ſtand in, Here js no-Jaw- 
tele liberty commended to thee, -no lj- 
berty to linne, but an holy liþerty, a li- 
berty from Chriſt, in Chriſt: by Chriſt, 
and for Chriſt + A liberty from Chriſt, 

| as 
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as his gift to thee : A liberty in Chriſt, 


as. he 1s thy life, Rirength, patterne-:- 


a liberty by Chriſt, - as he is che way; 


and the truth unto thee: a liberty for- 


Chriſt , as heis thy glory, the higheſt end, 
and thy greateſt perſeftion, Oh then do 
you ſhew your approbation, your accept- 
ance ofit: your thankfulneſle , and your 
reſpe& unto it. Take up this liberty into 
the armes of your Spirics: fall to embra- 
cing of it, bid it welcome,and fay (as David 
ſometimes of the Law of God,of Chriſt the 
rule of this liberty ) *7'ss dearer to me: then 
thouſand: of gold or filver. Oh (methinks) 


our hearts ſhould make haſte,and ariſe our. 
of ſelfe and dulneſſe , ro meet, enjoy, and: 


improve ſuch a mercy as liberty in Chrilt 
is.No man that warreth ((aith the Apoltle ) 
entanglerh himſelf in the things of this tife: 
The warfar icfſelf is a ſufficient curmber : as 
our Saviour ſayes,T be evil, or care of a day 
(be means, chat which comes in one day) 
# ſufficient for it ; So/tis here,ſufhcient for 
the day, for the life , js this ſpiritual care, 
the warfar it ſelf is enough za ſoul needsnor 
any othericumber , any arher imployment, 
chat is marching againſt his enemy,then to 
defend himſelf, A believer: he is fighting 


the good fight of faith , is it forhim ro-put 
| i 


his 
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" therefore tor thy liberty againſt all yaine 


,iztetrogatory, #hy art thou caſt down, O my 


The Gofpel-Iſaac, or 
his feet into ſnares, into the ner of yanity> 
Muſt” 'he furrow up his own heart with 
cares ?- no, NO: thou art made free from 
theſe things, from whatever would bring 
thee intg-bondage : Plead then thy charter 
of liberty zgainſt thy love of vanity : Tell 
the world; a ſervant of the Lord muſt not 
carke,nor care,nor be of doubrfut thoughts: 
a'ſervant of the Lord muſt not put , nox 
fuffer theſe iron yokes of the world to be 
bponhis neck, He that hath a God to care 
forkim', 'cares ſufficiently for himſelf, in 
caſting all bis care upon his God. What can 
a creature want, who enjoyes the fruit © 
divine care? And whac lefſ can g creature 
have, then'trouble and vexation, : who will 

rovide for himſelf by his own cares>Stand 


entanglements ; Let chem not come nigh 
to che /Let rot rhe wicked one touchthee, 
rainethee,inſnare or poyſon thee this way. £3 
_ vecondly, ptead forchy liberty againſt allſ tr 
diſquietments: and - carnal caſtings-down,FÞ as 
Tſaac he isno rouph man (like Iſhmact)be is} Vi 
« man of peace; of quietneſſe, in 4/aacr} ec 
family there are not, ' there mult not be} ar 
any brawles. David (when diſquierments f| hc 
tcameupon his ſdule;) be falls upon this in+J w: 


fowl, 
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y? | ſanltand why art thou diſquieted Within me ? 1 
th | What is the matter ? Why,will not David 
m || eridure his ſoul co be diſquieted , to be caſt 
| down ? Oh'(fayes he ) there is nothing 
er but unbeliefinir 1 if Icould truft in God 
ell enough, none of all this would be. I 
ot loath theſe difquietments, I would not 
s:& live neer theſe brawles for a world : what 
or ſhall1do to be rid of them? Oh: char I 
bel could beleeve, and then they would away! 
ref Ohthar I could truſt in Gd, and then they 
inf} would vaniſh! Let not your hearts be trou- 
anſf} bled (faies Chriſt Oh ſaies David, My heart 
off # rronbled, what ſhall 1 do ? Where ſpall 1 
rel finde reſt ? 1 am weary with my own buy- 
ily dens, Who will eaſe me, except I goto my 
nd God ? © my ſoul why doſt thou not ' truſt tn 
ne God ? Why doſt thou not rather believe in 
hl peace and reſt, then by diſtruſt bring in 
ee, troubles and diſquietments? Ts there any 
y.f cauſe for a childe of the promiſe to be thus 
all troubled > Oh' believers, minde it, you are 
nf as 1ſazc was ! are you not free > tell me, 
is* Whena poore creature is cloſely impriſon- 
| ed, (hit upin the dark from all his friends, 
and there he lies in bonds and chaines, oh 
s | how troubleſome is this condition? and no 
-$ wander, he hath no liberty, there is his 
want : but let the fame perfon be _ 
rom 


Joh. 14.1, 
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from his bonds, go where he pleaſe; walke 
abroad, ſee bis friends when he liſts, enjoy 
peacein the world , his outward intereſts 
and comforts, then he complains not, but 
lives ar eaſe and freedome in the world; 


and is not this the very caſe of a believer? - 


he is one ler out of priſon, he is one ſer free, 
heis onecalled to enjoy all ſpiritual liberty, 
peace and reall comforts ; and ſhall be now 
imbitter his own freedome to himſelf, by 
vain, needleſle, ſinful and ſenſual- diſquiet- 
ments? plead them: for your ſelves, and 
ſay,He that made yon whole, hath bid you 
go free, hath bid yon walk at liberty : take 
' his yoke; rejoyce in his goodneſle, and des» 
lightyonr ſelves in fatneſſe and marrow : 
ſay, thathe did not-{peak a -word of: your 
being in bondage, of your being under the 
Law, under (in, under diquietments ; nay, 
he tells me, 'each believer. may ſay, | am a 
free man, and bids me ſtand faſt in his liber- 
ty :'tis againſt his will that I ſhould yeeld 
ro vaine eroubles (raiſed up by my own un- 
believing heart )he cells me of aSpirit of ad- 
option given to me; of a Spirit who is 
the Comforter, which (hall abide wich me 
for ever: would Chriſt uſe ſuch language, 
would he ſpcak fuch words of comforc,, if 
this were his will, that I ſhould be unorr 
Eals 
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fears > did he not declare it himſelf, when 
he came into the world > 'and does he not 
effeQually work it in the ſouls of all- bis 


| people, to deliver them out of ſuch bon» 


dage-ſubje&ion> Oh what, an hard heart 
have 1,that is ſo ready to dally,to trifle, and 
to put its own portion out of its own hands 
fornought ? 

Thirdly, plead for thy liberty againſt all 
rvaine allnrements, It. may be worldly ho- 
nour may ſet in to gaine tby affeRions, bait 
its hook, tell thee how deſerving'”tis ; what 
a brave thing cis ro be greateſt in a Nation; 
to have creatures knees to bow, and ene- 
mies heartsto fear : to be able to ſay there 
is none greater then my felf; whom Lyill, 
I exalt; and whom I will, I caſt down : and 
what of all this 2 Let a believer ſay, this ho- 
nour a ſlave may have, as well as a Saint - an 
Haman may, and haye enoygh of it too; be 
may loſe bis lite by it, and for it, as he did : 
and can ſuch nonour become the free-wo- 
mans children? Is this a glory fora belic- 


ver to follow after ?, Lord (ſaies the Saint) 


I was neyer in bondage to any (inne, to any 
creature, (ince I knaw thy grace; keep my 
heart ont of the reach of winde and varty, 
that 


_— 
fears of unbelief, or vexations of yanity ? 
nay, did not he come to deliver from ſuch 
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that I may not. labonrtd fill my (elf with 
theſe : let my ſpirit paſſe by that uaregard- [© 
ed, which paſſes away, when and where 'tis be 
moſt enjoyed : Sv when carnal pleaſures [{e 
croud for roome in thy heart , fay unto|4 
them,Ger ye hence, what have I to do with th 
you? I have z God, a Chriſt ro take plea Þ”* 
rein ; I have a law of liberty, a perfet,v P's 
royal law of | berty, for a childe of liberty 
to rejoyce himſelfin: I am in a family of 
love ; Ihave bread of delighe ; I have wa- 
rers of life, wine, Milk, honey, fuchrefreſh-F*© 
ings us the world never had, never gave,ne-F* 
ver taſted; theſe I feed upon, live by, 0 
and feaſt my ſelf withal : here is the plea-F 
fare of a true 1ſraclite indeed ; the joy ofif** 
Saint. Oh let my heart ever hunger, to beP'© 
fed with this Manna t to enjoy this Para- l 
diſe : Oh my ſoul be thou ſhnt up againſt all b, 
the vaine, deceitfu}, and deadly pleaſures ofÞ'® 
the world : fip not of this cup of. the wineÞ* 
of her fornications, wherewith ſhe hath fo 
beſocted all her followers : 4 am borne tof® 
the libetty of an heire of promiſe, and (hallf* 
' Ibe wanton againſt the grace Iamborn toF* 
inherit, or be vain againſt the ſpirit of ful- c 
neſle,in whom is no yariety? = 
Fourthly , plead againſt al} your baſeſ'® 
fears. Isit for youro fear, who are thusp” 
enfran-J** 


% 
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rd- enfranchifd > muſt a Goftel-1/aac, a free- 

'rig [horn childe;an heir of promyje,ſhake at every 

'res fleaf? It is enaugh for a carnal & unbelieving 

nto | 4baz to be tolk-and ſhaken, to be moved as 

rith [14s frees of the ward are moved With therg, ,. +: 

lea. [#inde:lay there be a confederacy of Ephra» 

4 x Jim and Syrta together againſt the Lordp 

-rry wdab z Fear not, the children of the free» 

y of ſY/OMaD arc rooted ſo,that they will and : 

v4. {hough the windes blow, and the rain de- 

«ſh cet and the floods heat, yet this honſe 

,ne- alls nor. Earthly tabernacles fhall be dif. 

by, olved,bur never (hal this cabernacle of God 

les ÞE raken down, The very finews of natural 

ofz{trengeh may be cur, ſtrong men may faile, 

> be (oung men may faint, wiſe men may be non- 

ara. Pluſt,and brought ro their wits end;bat they 

> all {bat truſt in the Lord ſball be as maunt Zion 7 

5 of {Ou cannot remove them, no not wh al the 

vine (aces of hel;they wil ſtand for ever unſhak- 

h f@ 2 inthe hand & love of God. Bodily impri- 

e to $onments theſe may be heavy to thofe, who 

hail[{20w not what this liberty is; bur the chil- * 

n to Een of the free-woman they can rejoyce in 

6,1. þ dangeon; they can fing in a priſon : where- 

ore ſhaule I fear in the evil dey ? this is the 

baſeſ/Oyce of a believing Daw4d; and why ſhould 

thusÞ©bear,fince he had luch aGod, fuch aChriſt, 

ran-[*cb promiſes tuch —————— 
ibcr- 


x10 The Goſpel-Iſaac, v4 
Moſes Hhberties 2 Suppoſe he fometimies walked iy i: 
whenle the valley of the ſhadoW of death ; yet even inf © 
left Egyp's this condition, his God was with him; com: t! 
na” a wy forts came in,and be ſtood, & rejoyced. Ne *! 
left 7.7%.” hemiahghe ſpeaks out ſpiritual valour at eve C 
' faith, and Ty word, Should ſuch a man as I fiy?(faies he) © 
Bs. 55 10t a-thhy, who was he ? was he not one of the 4 
 fraidef the poor captives of Judah? was he not even be} *| 
m_=_ of ſer with ſtrong and deadly enemies, 8c, yea Þ 
D Hae, S* but he was aſonof the free-woman; a child] 2) 
27 this Of promiſe; one that had the living God it b. 
the Spirit his heart, in hiseye; and therefore he fates} I 
reflifies. Should ſach a one 4 1 fly? they be not word © 
Nen.6.11» gf pride,nor vain oracles from acarnal hear "1 
bur they be words of faith:he believed,theref} 
fore he ſþake: theſe bold words were u tered // 
from the apprehenſions he had of his inte D 
reſt in God; from heart-perſwaſtons of t ts 
jove; goodnefſe and proteRion of God to} V 
him,and over him; therefore he looks upon < 
his flight (by carnal fears) as a thing no way} 
beleeming : he ſaw that his condition, ſtate, h; 
principles,promiſes and proteRion,were all tl 
above fears:and oh how well does it become fr 
a believer to {ay(with him)Who & there,that 
being as 1 am,Would gointo the Temple to ſav 
hi life ? who is there that hath ſuch a God, 
ſuch a'preſence, ſuch proteRion, woutd live 
below all this, and caſt abont- how to _ | 

0 


- 
— — —— 
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for life,cither by unjuſt wayes and means,or 
| inf elſe by a vain dependance upon ſome crea- 
mi ture-belp,or ſome below God > and whar 1s 
vj this leflc,then an evil departing from God ? 
vel Oh let me then rather hear God himſelf ſay 16, ,:;z0. 
ie || £o me, Fear thou not,for 1 am with thee: be not 1 
che} diſmayed,for I ams tby God, Is it not my God 80-44 
be] that tells me he will ſtrengthen meghe will " 
cy help me,be will uphold me with the right hand oo. 
lah of 244 reghrteouſneſſe ? can more be ſpoken to 
{if Þaniſh baſe fear out of my ſpirit, then is-al- 
ies ready ſpoken ? if ny intereſt in God, (as my 
rd God) my liberty in Chriſt, (as my Saviour) 
art} My joy in theSpirit,{as my comforter)be a- 
re Dy thing, nay, be every thing,he all 3 why 
red ſonld | be afraid of a man that ſhall die ? of a 
1re4 Devil that ſhall be trodden under?of fin that 
y {ball be ſubdued>of the world that paſſes a- 
1 ro} Wayzthat withers, and comes to nothing ? 
wy Loragive me that perfeft love which caſts out 
vary fear, all the fear of unbelief ; all fear that 
ate} hath torment;allfear which ſtands up againſt 
> all} £he love of God, which hides and clouds 
zme} from my ſoul that infinitely rich and un- 
hal ſearchable treaſure of the free grace of my 
[av G0d towards me. . 
4. Livevp,ye holy ones,to your liberties, 
to your claims,to your divine intereſts;your 
ifd ſpiritual gifts; your rich experictces; ye thac 
are 


tJoh.q.1s 
626C0s x0* 
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112 . The Gofptl-iſaue, or 
are (as 1/aac was) in priviledge; be as 1/aat 
was in way,in life, in holinefle; ſhew whoſe 
children you are; whoſe ſpirit you have; 
whoſe life you are principled with; whom 
tis you call Fatherin your hearts. Love your 
Mat.c aa *xemies, ({aics Chriſt) bleſſe them that curſe 
bs. _— yowu,do pood to them that hate you, 2c. Why 
Lord?(may the poor ſoul (ay;) our Saviour 
anſwers,that you may be the children of your 
Ye re 2. Father which # in beaven:now the. ſoul hath 
a4 512, Nothing to ſay againſt the work, againſt the 
free ( ſayes duty,when it ſees ſuch a lively reſemblance 
Peter tothe (of the Fathers carriage towards poor (in- 
Szims, 1 ners and enemies to God) in this way of 


4, "= 


5: 3:69. Qary: Lond ics fo, (ics hebeliever) | 


6. Pure” | ; 
fre 91 4 will love mine enemies; I will pray for mine 


"tis thus, ye enemies; it ſhall not be grievous to me, ſince 
are (vs tis ſo pleaſing and ſuitable unto thee. Oh 
$7) T this argument(that you may be the children 
ſeu _ q if of your heavenlyFather)carrics weight with 
. "God: How iC,and is of marvellous power to draw the 
# that? Saints to a ready and cheerful doing of 
z0t 101:ke the harſheſt, hardeſt,& (elf-denyingſt duty. 
| [4 a wy Abraham! childrex do the Works of Abrabam, 
| eloak for (faies Chriſt) ſo. do theſe: children do rhe 
' covetouſs Works of their Father which is 'in heaven; 
zeſſe,or ma- that (as Chriſt ſaid) he did nothing but what 
ice, as if he ſaw his Father do; ſo the members of 
#nder P!e* Chriſt,they would do what they ſee theirFa- 


tence of this ther 


-— 


| 


ur 


rk Netions m—_ 
a; | ther do; if he love higtnenridies, they 
ſe | do fotos: they affe& this, £6 be = lackenc 
e; | ſhew themlclves follgwers ofGod 
m | ip imitation; now this is tcibery of 
«r | Saints(as to. wotking). My do'ss el: rhe 
ſe does;ts be mercifulzas be. 
iy | dy 4s be v6-haly; ade pole chisa pi 24 
ut | to liberty: rips 4 e)Je are pale hen> | 
ur | to liberty : when you 
th] nemies ; to: foriake, yq* be dead $0 the 
he | world ;-t0 be righteous inall your wayes: bs 
ce | why this is a calling unto. —_ herdia it #2 
n- | lies,even in your likeneſle to God iT herefere 
of | (faies the Apoltle 4 #/c nf rt 9n0t 4s 4 cloak.of co- 
) | | -veronſnes, ci abuſe : Precious, libers 
ne | ty you bave in Chri 
ce | your ownheatts;abhoe the;very thoughes of 
)h pretendingSoſpeb-liberty,for to guild over 
en | ungodly practiſes: colopr aot thy malice, or 
ch | tay,covetauſneſle; or thy uncleannefſe with- 
he | this, :hox art calledo liberty; 10 thou art, hut 
of | not to that libetty that is carnal;thzt 
y. | from, is fo pleaſing to a finful ſpirit: 
m, | korethe Spirit of God ſometimes ſaies/We 


he | are called co liberty,and ſometimes We are | 


nz | called to holineſſe; Tore! is the liberty;do not 
ae | miſtake: theSpirit moſt clearly interprets his 
of | own meaning, and would baye thee knowz 
that by che effeRual cal of che Spirir within 


" | 
" 
, * 


het 2 pe 


he ra derts | | 


jo loye, youre 2 more duti- 
tan 


ta-ſeryethe luſts of 


I thee; 3 


of bo 4. 
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Hoſe, 2, 
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thee(rhow art made free from ſin, art becons 


Rom. the ſtant of Gidzand of righteouſne(ſe bears 


. x ( 4126, 


ing fort fruit unto bolineſſe.7eruſulens which 


| 


His Wayes ſhould be, where bis beart (hould 
be >thar his way muſt be above' , his heart 


treaſure is;where ZeHwſalem (his mother) is; 


 'abelievte mult be' free (as Jern/alems is) he 


muſttfor be belowthen, when grace is from 


_ ubqve;whenthe doRrinesof grace,the gifts, 


the comforts;all are from aboverye that be- 
lieveintieLord Jeſus, ye'are free ; bur your 
fecedome is frotw-above, that'you mult cons 
fider: ye are free(but! *eiz/by Chiriſt;: he is the 
fountain.of your freedome, Ob (hewyonr 
1elyes heirs of grace, fons :and daughters of 
Godzye that ar&the people of God,ye that 
hayevbtained mercy, know:-that there is a 

,,. you may, you mult plead againſt a 
:tef whordoms and ſpiritual fornica- 
tidiszconcend with this mother.in your own 
hearcs,ia the times (2w{ich Would not put awa) 
bet: Whordoms ont of her fight, nor her adulte- 
#ier from beeween her breaſts)contend (11ay) 
with'this mother;ſhe is the mother from be- 
neath; : bux you muſt not deal thus with the 


(75.6 


ve #4 free(fhes the Apoſtle) which is the || ,, 
of 6 all" why Jeraſalem which i a-| ; 
$706? ſarely ris toretl every believer what th 


Jertf*1 


{ 
u) 


ec 


bl 


- thiſPbe above, - where: Chriſt is; where bis ' 


ne 
th 


me Inn” 


{or tevbieb 6 from abevagen muſt imicate 
er,not plead; not contend with her, walk 
up co her light:love freq/grace with all ,chy 
might:let the Goſpel be a precious Goſpel 
to you: have glotious rhoughts of the heart, 
of God towards you3 pjead not 4 ward, 
think not a thought againſt free=grace;, bur 
blefſe God *cis free: ſtumble not at this, be- 
cauſe God will juſtifie thee,” without -thee, 
without thy works, withous thy righteguf- 
neſſe,in his own way of free-grace, through 
the blood of Jeſus Chrift:but glory in. bim, 
that it is ſo:admire' that love which ſends 
forth power into thy heart to make thee ho- 
ly,to give thee a new will, to hold forthhis 
name,to be a new creature, & roſhew ſhrth 
Chriſt: account it a gloriqus priviled g8, 29 
walk up and down inthe, name of thy God, 
to be {erat liberty, and to ſhew liberty, Lec 
not a profane heart enſlave thee to the,dif- 
honour of Jeſus Chriſt; nor an unthankful; 
natrow heart keep thee in from bleſling of 
him, who is ſo good to thee:nor an .unbelee- 
ving heart keep thee down from truſting in 


him, who is ſo wortby to be truſted 1n; bur 


be thou Chriſts free-man in doing,and thou - 
ſhalc be his free-man in enjoying :,.thoygh 
the times be never fo bad, yer ler thy. hearr 


-| walk ar liberty for che glory of 'þim who 
| | 297-0 
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” -p46 -vhe 1h Of "_y ow 
hath a_ thy ſoul, and hzch bid thee 
Þ - riſe ey and walk:ſhew exaQneſſeinthy w 
i - (phe bighef and the beſt rule: whileſt 
| , mbltof men pick out and 'follow the dark- 
eſt: :the videſt examples;do thon follow 
thoſe, who follow tlic Lord tet thiy be ofc in 
thy thoughts ; thou arr not a childe of the 
bond-women, but of the free + andet theſe 
thoughts! firik deep, be ſerious, be powerful 
prevent back ge. or thy futnre enfla-f 
Gap torn to'raife tip high enckn6d and heavenly 
reſolutions for thy "God: I will wþ, I will a- 
riſe(faies God) for relief (he means) when - 
the poor creattre is down, & underoppret- 
fior:and fhall nos thy foul ſay,T wilt upfor 
God,now | am relieved, nowhis thercy is ſ0 
come down for me? Oh fer not at ariy time 
thy heart ſay, Whois Lord over thee? face 
thoumiyelt lo clearly ſee, who "tis that gives 
ſich prace and liberry to thee. Me that is the 
God zndKing of Sajnts gives not dark and 
weak'demonttrationg of bis love and Kitg- 
ſhipoyer thei; but he appears as the Sui at 
mid-day,'as when it fhines in irs might 7 25 
the light appeared ( when commanded to 
2 C9:-4-6. ſhine out of darknefle by the great Creator | 
| inthe beginninp of the world and time) 
how well therefore does ic become the chil- 
ren of light, the difcerners , WR | 
an 
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try wanted] payer xr" otderly, de- "1 


ly,becomingly,as inthe day time ?letvel- by 
co rey 4 6s with themicivs,that Rom 13. 
it will nowayesberome them to befraught '3+ 
wii wich vanity z to follow after carthly plca- NE 
nf fares,droſly profits,and fading honoutezrhar b 


hefl| it isnoc handſome for them , 'cis neither | 
eſe] comely nor comfortable, ro be toſt up and .: 
ful | down with windes, waves, tormeszbut chey 

la-J areto beſctled, reſolved , conſtant inthe 

ly way of Jcſas Chriſt, Chriſtians, looktoiG, 

a-{| watchhereunto, 

nj - 1, That ye root well, that ye be 

{-1 by faith in the love of Jefus Chriſt, thar you . 

or} have heavenly liberty at the bortome-of Eph.;. 17. - 
ſa} your ſpicirs,that the foundation belaid right, 

ne eve the foundation of all your liberty 

ce | (which is Jeſus Chriſt in you,) if this foun- 

es | dation be not laid by the Spirit of God in 

he | you;you areas yet flaves, .nofree-men, yon 

dj areas yetin yourſins ,- you are not in Jeſus 

= Chrift, - 

at] . 2.8cethatye cnn well, and tePhonehin- 

as | der yowltis for you to go apace.topat your - «. 
to ſelves forthin believing: going a foor pace k Sp p 
or | will not ferve yonr turns; then you-run not * | 
e) | at all, norgo well:you muſt iirwe,youmuſt' 
)- | preſſe forwards ( though you be macrond 
| ſometimes) you muſt run; hae Joy may ob- 
LE 
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1 Jam. $.I7. 
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$bers, for your ſelves. - 


+a» : work apace that you may do all God 
expeRs. FT 
- 3.See that ye rejoyce much inthe Lord: 
are you notfreed by him ? freed from ſelf, 
from darkneſs(in the power of it,)and from 
allfinne in the guilt. of ic ; what js in your 
liberty but matter of joy ? Your ſtate, prin- 
ciples,relations,fellowſhip,gifts, all ye have 
from Chriſt, ſpeaks nothivg but comfort to 
you. Your hope inthe glory of God ſhall 
it not bring forth the lame fruit in you as ir 
did in thole(of whom the Apoſile teſtifies) 
that they rejoyced in the hope of the glory 
|, | TROL 

4. Sce that yee watch much, ye had need 
have your eyes open , your hearts wakeful, 
your garments kept cloſe to you, Jeſt ſome 
enemy or other make you walk naked to 
your ſhame : /eſ# ye enter into temptation, 
into fin, and ſo into ſlavery. | 

5. See that yee Pray much, You have the 
Spirit of psayer - Others may haye the 
Forme tififiporde:bu you have. the grace, 
life, power and confidence in prayer. Elias 
could pray, and he did pray, The prayers of 
faith are prayers in the account of God,and 
none cle. You have that Spiric, which can, 
which-will pray,be accepted,% preyail roo. 

6, Seethat ye do much for God, for 0- 


For. 
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' For God, thathisname maybeplorions 
by you , his worſhips owned, his juſtice and 
4 | righteoaſneſſe done, his promiſes Raid on, 
2} | andhis Goſpel fubjeted ro. 
| For others, in righting 'them ; ſhewing 
mercy to them , working | profitably for 
them, * pe Þ | 
| Foryour ſelves; that ye may be built up 
F Krengthened, eſtabliſhed on vout moſt ho ; 
ly faith; Theſe things,if ye know, happy are ye Jude v.2u; 
s) if ye do 'them:this wilt proclaithe whoſe chil- 
- | drenyou are:this will ſhew whofewertucs | 
ye have,and what matiner of ſpitic abides in 
q | you * thiswill tell the world thar you are 
heirs of God, with Chriſt; and (withall the 
children of the free-woman) youate'called 1 |... 
o | ©0 inherit the bleflitig :- this will make you "Y 
* {| come in with theApoſtles{/o cher, )anid With 
*> | muchcomfort in God take up this conclaſi- 
on,and ſay, we are: #0t children of the bond- 


wn woman, but of the free : weare notcaſt our, 
» | wWearenot caſt off, we are nor in our fins, 1a 
b, 


our bondage;but we zte ehildren of thei 
#. | ving God, children by free grace, children 
by promiſe, children bleſt with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings, children that have acalling full of 
hope,and an hope in,and full of Chriſt;(who 
15 the bleſſing) that hath all love, glory and 
eternal perfeRion init: children, and there- _ 
I 4 fore 


. * 
f PP; 


F -'o:.;. 0, that Jeſus Chriſt himſelf will make this 


2 


| Duke 12. > moye bleſſed of w) Father inherit the kings 


pw * 
Y : 0 
* 
. , ” Py 


fore heirs, heics of God, and co-heirs with 
Chriſt if he bave it, we ſhallzifbe be crown- 


"0 ed, we thallzif he be gone to glory; we ſhall 


to0 : all the heirs of God are ſo happy, are 
ſo made ppof the good pleaſure of their 
Facher ; nod. the yery lame good pleaſure 
that gives the ticle, gives the Kingdom; (o 
that ac la when merey hath brought up all 
the free-womans children to ſuch a perfeRi- 


' folemns, glorious and bleſſed. invicytion, 
32. 


| Mat25.; , owns prepared for you; Now 'tis not, Come 


take npthe Croſſe, ang follow me, as it was 
Once; bar 'tis, Come,take the ctown, and in- 
herit with me, and this is forever. Oh ble 
{ed voice, and thrice happy ſouls 1 Now:you 

have the ful of your deſires given intoyour 

eternal perfeRion, and your endlefle Joy. 

nowygurhope is ſeen , your ſight is full, 
your-fgllowſhip with God , perfect; and 
your ſelyes in a ſtate of glorious comploats 
nrelle coall ecernity, Ti EIS 
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